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The Great Number Carnival
SUGAM GULATI
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Pip the pixel-penguin stood at the grand
gates of the Number Land Carnival, holding a
bright yellow ticket. Today was the grand
opening, and every game required a special
mathematical secret to play. With a flutter of his
digital wings, Pip stepped inside, eager to

explore the glowing, blocky wonderland.
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At the first booth, a cheerful turtle asked Pip
to sort glowing neon arcade tokens into pairs.
When Pip grouped two tokens together, they it
up brightly, standing perfectly side by side like
best friends. The turtle smiled and explained
that numbers that can be perfectly split into

pairs are called Even numbers.
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Pip tried sorting three tokens next, but one
lonely token was left without a partner, sticking
out like a sore thumb. The turtle tapped his shell
and softly whispered that numbers with a
leftover, lonely piece are called Odd numbers.
Pip nodded, realizing that Odd numbers always

have someone left out of the pair.
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Excited by his new knowledge, Pip waddled
over to the Ferris Wheel, where the operator
required an Even number of passengers per car.
Pip teamed up with his friend Penelope the
Popcorn-Cat, making a perfect pair of two. The
pixelated wheel spun to life, lifting them high
into the starry, geometric sky because two is

perfectly Even.
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Next came the Bumper Cars, a chaotic arena
of bouncing cubes where cars could only enter
in Odd-numbered teams. Pip, Penelope, and a
friendly green robot joined together, making a
crew of three eager racers. Since three left one
robot without a driving partner, the gate opened

instantly for their Odd-numbered team.
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As the afternoon rolled in, Pip felt hungry
and visited the Pizzeria, where the chef sliced
square pizzas Iinto different amounts. Pip
ordered a pizza with four slices and found he
could share it equally with Penelope, giving
them two slices each. Four was a perfectly
balanced, Even number that filled both their

tummies equally.
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For dessert, Pip bought a box of five colorful
sugar stars, but sharing them with Penelope
became a funny puzzle. They each took two
stars, leaving one single, sparkling star sitting
alone in the middle of the box. Five was
definitely an Odd number, so they decided to
split the last star right down the middle.
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Suddenly, a grand parade marched down
the digital avenue, featuring six majestic
marching ducks wearing top hats. The ducks
marched in two perfect parallel rows of three,
never leaving a single duck out of formation. Pip
cheered loudly, recognizing that six was a

beautifully orderly, Even number.
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The final challenge was the high-striker
mallet game, where players needed to score
seven points to win the giant plush prize. Pip
swung the pixel mallet with all his might,

lighting up seven stacked blocks, which left the

top block standing alone without a pair. The
crowd roared for his Odd-numbered victory, and

the operator handed Pip a giant stuffed star.
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As the carnival lights began to twinkle in the
evening breeze, Pip looked at all his prizes and
memories from the day. He now knew that two,
four, and six love to stand in pairs, while three,
five, and seven always have an extra friend. With
a happy heart, Pip waved goodbye to Number

Land, ready for his next mathematical adventure.
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