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Oliver Penhaligon stood in the center of the

Great  Clockwork  Library,  where  ancient  books

fluttered like birds among the brass gears and

glowing  lanterns.  He  pulled  a  heavy,  leather-

bound volume from a shelf that smelled of old

parchment and starlight.
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With  a  gentle  touch,  Oliver  opened  the

book,  and  a  soft  emerald  light  spilled  out,

illuminating his face and the curious mechanical

owls  perched  on  his  shoulders.  He  began  to

recount the legend of  the Star-Mist  Dragon,  a

creature said to hold the secrets of the universe.
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In  the  story,  a  brave  traveler  named Elara

trekked  through  the  Whispering  Woods,  her

path lit only by the glowing mushrooms at her

feet.  She  was  searching  for  the  dragon’s  lair,

hidden behind a  waterfall  that  flowed upward

toward the moon.
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As Oliver spoke, the library walls seemed to

dissolve, replaced by the shimmering mist of the

dragon's  cave.  The  mechanical  owls  hooted

softly,  fully  entranced  by  the  vivid  images

dancing in the air above the open pages.
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Suddenly,  the  dragon  emerged  from  the

shadows, its scales shimmering like a thousand

tiny galaxies and its eyes glowing with ancient

wisdom.  Elara  stepped forward,  holding  out  a

single  silver  key  that  had  been  passed  down

through her family for generations.
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The  dragon  leaned  down,  its  breath

smelling of ozone and wildflowers, and prepared

to whisper the ultimate secret of the silver key

into Elara's  ear.  The tension in  the library  was

palpable as Oliver leaned closer to the book, his

voice dropping to a dramatic whisper.
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Just as the secret was about to be revealed,

a  loud,  metallic  clunk  echoed  through  the

library, and the floorboards beneath Oliver’s feet

began to glow with an intense golden light. A

hidden trapdoor, which no one had noticed for

centuries, slowly began to creak open.
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Oliver  gasped  and  pulled  back  from  the

book, his eyes darting from the glowing pages

to the mysterious light rising from the floor. The

mechanical owls took flight in a flurry of brass

wings, circling the opening trapdoor with frantic

excitement.
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The air in the library hummed with a new,

powerful  magic  that  felt  even  older  than  the

stories  on the shelves.  Oliver  realized that  the

legend he was reading was somehow connected

to the secret now opening beneath his very feet.
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Oliver looked at his audience and then back

at  the  glowing  trapdoor  with  a  mischievous,

knowing smile. He slowly closed the heavy book

and  announced  to  the  room  that  while  the

dragon's secret was grand, the story of what lay

beneath the library was for the next episode.
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