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The Runaway Years

Kareem
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Little Leo runs through a lush green field
under a bright 8-bit sun. His red cape flutters
behind him as he chases a pixelated butterfly
through the tall grass. To him, the afternoon

feels like it will last forever.
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Leo and his best friend Maya sit inside a
giant cardboard box decorated with colorful
crayon drawings. They imagine they are brave
pilots navigating a vast, starry galaxy far beyond
the backyard fence. The world is small, but their

imagination is infinite.
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The duo spends a hot summer afternoon
splashing in a plastic pool, the water sparkling
like blue pixels. They laugh as they hunt for
sunken treasure at the bottom of the shallow
water. In their eyes, the backyard is a vast and

mysterious ocean.
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A golden sunset paints the sky in vibrant
shades of orange and purple as they share a
plate of homemade cookies. They make a pinky
promise to stay best friends forever, completely
unaware of how quickly the world is turning. The
air is filled with the sweet scent of jasmine and

peace.
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The pixelated seasons begin to change
rapidly, shifting from falling autumn leaves to
white winter snow in a blur of motion. Leo
grows taller with every passing frame, trading
his superhero cape for a heavy school backpack.
The toys in the corner start to gather a thin layer

of dust.
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Now a young man, Leo stands on a busy
city street surrounded by towering buildings and
glowing neon signs. He checks his watch
frequently as people rush past him in a frantic
blur. The vibrant, simple colors of his childhood
have been replaced by the gray tones of the

urban rush.
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While unpacking boxes in his new
apartment, Leo finds a small, worn-out wooden
plane from the old cardboard fort. A sudden
wave of nostalgia washes over him as he
brushes the dust off its wings. For a moment,
the sounds of the city fade away, replaced by
the echo of childhood laughter.
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Leo looks in the mirror and sees a hint of his
father’'s gentle smile reflected in his own face.
He realizes that the 'two days ago he
remembers was actually many years in the past.

He wonders where the time went and why it

decided to run so fast.
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Leo decides to take a train back to his old
neighborhood, walking down the familiar streets
of his youth. He sees a new group of children
playing in the same green field where he once
wore his red cape. Their joyful shouts sound
exactly like the music of his own happiest

memories.
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Leo sits on a park bench, watching the sun
dip below the horizon just like it did years ago.
He realizes that while the years ran away, the
love and lessons of his childhood are still alive
within him. He smiles, finally understanding that

every stage of life has its own unique beauty.
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