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Barnaby Bear,  a  grand animatronic  mascot

wearing a polished black top hat and a matching

bow tie, steps away from the bright stage lights

and  into  the  quiet,  mist-covered  woods.  His

glowing white eyes illuminate the twisting path

ahead  as  he  wanders  far  beyond  the  park

boundaries.
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The heavy mechanical  crunch of  Barnaby's

footsteps echoes through the dense forest,  his

white performing gloves swaying gently  at  his

sides.  He  reaches  the  edge  of  a  forgotten,

shimmering swamp where the ground turns soft

and treacherous.
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With  a  sudden,  heavy  squelch,  Barnaby

steps  directly  into  a  deep  mud  pit,  his  heavy

metal frame sinking rapidly into the thick, dark

mire. The cool mud quickly rises past his waist,

pinning his robotic legs firmly in place.

Generated By www.genstory.app

https://www.genstory.app/


James Keiper

4

As the thick sludge climbs higher,  Barnaby

raises both of his white-gloved hands toward an

unseen camera in the distance, waving a polite

but desperate farewell. His built-in voice speaker

emits a faint, crackling melody that cuts through

the silent woods.
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The mud reaches his shoulders, swallowing

the bright red fabric of his vest as he continues

to wave his white performing gloves in a slow,

rhythmic  motion.  His  light-up  eyes  flicker

erratically against the darkening shadows of the

forest canopy.
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Now  stuck  neck-deep  in  the  mud  pit,

Barnaby's  head  remains  tilted  upward,  both

white  gloves  still  waving  a  final,  peaceful

goodbye to the world above.  The dark sludge

laps  at  his  chin,  beginning to muffle  the faint

static humming from his internal speakers.
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Slowly  and  peacefully,  Barnaby  begins  to

disappear  from view  as  he  submerges  further

into  the  dark  mire.  His  moving  jaw  suddenly

stiffens and closes on its own, cutting off the last

remnants of his mechanical voice.
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The voice speaker falls completely silent and

the bright light-up eyes begin to flicker violently,

casting  erratic  shadows  across  the  bubbling

mud.  Internal  sparks  dance  behind  his  plastic

vision plates as the swamp water breaches his

central wiring.
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Just before his top hat touches the surface,

a quiet click echoes through the chassis as the

animatronic bear automatically deactivates itself,

all  internal systems shutting down forever.  The

glowing  eyes  go  dark,  leaving  only  a  cold,

lifeless metallic shell sliding into the deep.
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The ripples on the surface slowly widen and

fade  until  the  mud pit  becomes  perfectly  still

and  smooth  once  again.  Barnaby  Bear  has

completely  disappeared  from  view,  fully

submerged into the earth where he is no longer

seen,  leaving  only  the  quiet  whispers  of  the

forest.
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