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Elara  lives  in  a  dusty  village  where  the

ground  is  cracked  and  the  sky  is  a  constant,

cloudless  blue.  The  elders  have  forgotten  the

sound of  rain,  and the once-green fields  have

turned  to  gold  and  dust  under  the  relentless

sun.
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One  afternoon,  Elara  discovers  a  single,

shimmering seed tucked away in an old wooden

chest in her attic. While it looks small and dry,

she feels a strange warmth radiating from it, as

if the seed is holding its breath and waiting for a

chance to grow.
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She climbs to the highest, most barren hill

overlooking the village to plant her tiny treasure

in the hard earth. Her friends watch from below,

whispering  to  one  another  that  nothing  has

grown on that hill in a hundred years.
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Every  morning  before  the  sun  grows  too

hot, Elara carries a heavy bucket of water up the

steep, winding path. She carefully pours a single

cup onto the parched earth,  whispering words

of  encouragement  to  the  seed  hidden  deep

below.
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Days turn into weeks, and the earth remains

as brown and silent as the day she started. The

village children tease her, calling her the girl who

waters the rocks, but Elara keeps her head high

and her heart steady.
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During  a  particularly  scorching  afternoon,

Elara sits by the planting spot, feeling her hope

start to flicker like a dying candle. She closes her

eyes  and  remembers  her  grandmother’s  voice

saying that the most beautiful things often grow

in the dark before they ever see the light.
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The next morning, a tiny speck of emerald

green breaks through the crusty soil, defying the

heat and the wind. Elara gasps in wonder as she

realizes  that  her  quiet  persistence  has  finally

awakened the life hidden within the seed.
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Suddenly,  dark  clouds  gather  for  the  first

time in years, bringing a fierce wind and a heavy

downpour.  Elara shields the fragile sprout with

her small hands, protecting it from the lashing

rain that both threatens to crush it and promises

to feed it.
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As the storm passes, the sprout grows at an

impossible  speed,  transforming  into  a

magnificent  tree with leaves that  shimmer like

moonlight.  These  magical  leaves  capture  the

morning mist,  dripping fresh, cool water down

the hillside to the thirsty village below.
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The village flourishes once more, and Elara

stands peacefully beneath the wide shade of the

great  tree she helped create.  She realizes  that

faith  is  not  about  seeing  the  end  from  the

beginning, but about trusting the journey even

when the path is invisible.
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