
The Crisper Drawer Scandal
Nahom Abegaz



Nahom Abegaz

1

Arthur the Apple and Stella the Strawberry

share  a  sweet,  quiet  moment  in  their  cozy

crisper  drawer,  surrounded  by  a  soft  cooling

mist. They look like the perfect pair, dreaming of

the day their little seedling will finally arrive.
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Arthur waves a leafy hand goodbye as he

prepares to head to the other side of the kitchen

for the day. Stella stands by the drawer handle,

her seeds glistening under the refrigerator light

as she watches him leave.
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The sun sets over the kitchen, casting long,

dramatic shadows across the granite counter as

Arthur returns home unexpectedly early. A low,

somber cello melody seems to hum through the

air as he notices the refrigerator door is slightly

ajar.
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Arthur stops in his tracks, his glossy red skin

turning pale with shock at the sight on the dimly

lit  counter.  Stella  is  not  alone;  she is  standing

close  to  Paulo,  a  rugged  and  spiky  pineapple

who wears a smug, arrogant expression.
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Stella gasps, her tiny green leaves trembling

as  she  tries  to  find  the  words  to  explain  her

presence  on  the  counter.  Paulo  leans  back

against  a  heavy  salt  shaker,  looking  down  at

Arthur with a cold and textured gaze.
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Paulo  mocks  Arthur  in  a  deep  voice,

claiming  that  a  smooth-skinned  apple  could

never  provide  the  excitement  and  grit  that  a

strawberry  truly  desires.  He  flaunts  his  sharp,

crown-like leaves, making Arthur feel small and

polished.
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Arthur’s  voice trembles with heartbreak as

he reminds Stella of the three long seasons they

spent  together  in  the  cold  crisper  drawer.  He

mentions their upcoming little seedling, causing

Stella to break into a loud wail of despair.
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The  tension  reaches  a  breaking  point  as

Arthur  reaches  into  his  peel  and  pulls  out  a

crinkled  ultrasound  photo.  He  stares  at  the

image with eyes full of betrayal while the kitchen

lights flicker overhead like a storm is coming.
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Arthur delivers the crushing blow, revealing

that the baby in the photo isn't round or red, but

small, purple, and part of a cluster. He screams

that the baby is a grape, leaving Stella frozen in

a state of absolute terror and guilt.
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The scene suddenly shifts to dramatic black

and white as a loud thunderclap echoes through

the silent kitchen. A bold To Be Continued logo

flashes  over  Arthur's  furious  face  just  as  the

sound of a dramatic slap rings out.
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