
The Boy from the Lost Tide
bhushan chaudhary



bhushan chaudhary

1

Taro stands on the grassy cliff  overlooking

his  home,  a  beautiful  lacquered  gift  box  held

firmly in his hands. He has finally returned after

three hundred years, expecting to see the smoke

from his mother's hearth and the familiar sight

of fishing boats.
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As he walks down the hill, his heart sinks to

see towering structures of glass and steel where

small wooden cottages once stood. The winding

dirt paths he knew have been replaced by black,

hard  roads  filled  with  strange,  humming

machines that move without horses.
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He searches for the ancient shrine where he

used to  play,  but  finds  only  a  bright,  neon-lit

shop in its place. The familiar scents of sea salt

and woodfire are gone, replaced by the smell of

exhaust and the cold glare of electric lights.
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Taro  reaches  out  to  a  group  of  people

walking by, but they do not recognize his face or

his traditional silk robes. They look at him like a

stranger from a forgotten dream, never looking

up  from  the  small,  glowing  devices  in  their

hands.
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The realization that everyone he ever loved

is gone hits him like a physical blow, making him

stumble in the middle of the crowded sidewalk.

He feels like a ghost trapped in a future that has

no room for the past he carries in his box.
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Desperate for something familiar, he makes

his  way  to  the  edge  of  the  ocean  where  the

waves still whisper the same ancient songs. He

sits on the cold sand, the only part of the world

that hasn't been completely rewritten by time.
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Taro buries his  face in his  knees and cries

out in loneliness, his tears falling onto the lid of

the mysterious gift box. The vast emptiness of

three centuries weighs heavy on his shoulders as

he  mourns  the  world  he  lost  and  the  people

who are now only dust.
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The sound of the waves suddenly vanishes,

replaced  by  an  eerie,  haunting  silence  that

makes the birds stop singing. Taro looks out and

sees the water retreating far into the distance,

exposing the jagged rocks and hidden treasures

of the seabed.
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On the horizon, a massive wall of dark water

begins to rise, blocking out the sun as it rushes

toward  the  shore  with  a  terrifying  roar.  The

village behind him is busy and unaware of the

mountain  of  sea  that  is  about  to  swallow the

modern world.
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Taro  stands  up  and  faces  the  towering

tsunami,  clutching  his  gift  box  as  the  wind

begins to howl around him. In the face of the

ocean's fury, he wonders if this is the end of his

journey or the beginning of a new legend as the

box begins to glow.
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