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Sam  arrives  at  the  Starry  Skies  Summer

Camp, dragging his bright blue suitcase into a

room filled with posters of glowing planets. He

sees his new roommate, Leo, sitting on the floor

surrounded  by  dozens  of  colorful  toy  rockets

and shiny stars.
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Leo  is  carefully  arranging  his  rockets  in  a

perfectly straight line, humming a soft, rhythmic

tune to  himself.  When Sam says  a  loud hello,

Leo  doesn't  look  up  or  answer,  staying

completely  focused  on  the  exact  spacing

between the red and yellow shuttles.
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During dinner, Sam feels a little lonely and

confused because Leo sits quietly and covers his

ears  with  both  hands  when the  cafeteria  gets

too  noisy.  Sam  wonders  why  his  roommate

won't play or talk like the other kids, feeling like

he is being left out of Leo's world.
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Coach  Sarah  sits  down  with  Sam  and

explains that Leo’s brain works like a wonderful,

complex  computer  with  its  own  special

operating  system.  She  explains  that  Leo  has

autism,  which  means  he  experiences  sounds,

lights, and making friends in his own unique and

beautiful way.
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The next morning, the campers are given a

difficult  star-map  puzzle  that  seems  almost

impossible  to  solve.  While  everyone  else  is

scratching their heads, Leo’s eyes light up as he

begins snapping pieces together with lightning

speed, seeing patterns that no one else noticed.
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Sam watches in  awe and realizes  that  Leo

isn't  being  rude;  he  just  sees  the  world  with

incredible detail  and focus.  Sam decides to sit

quietly  nearby  on  the  floor,  not  forcing  a

conversation but showing Leo that he is  there

and wants to be a friend.
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Sam  picks  up  a  silver  rocket  and  gently

places it  at the end of Leo’s long line,  making

sure to match the pattern perfectly. Leo looks up

for the first time, gives a small, knowing smile,

and hands Sam a tiny golden astronaut figurine

as a sign of welcome.
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Together,  they  start  building  a  giant

cardboard  spaceship,  combining  Sam's  big

imagination  with  Leo's  amazing  attention  to

detail.  They  don't  need  many  words  to

understand  each  other;  their  shared  project

becomes  their  own  special  language  of

friendship.
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When  another  camper  asks  why  Leo  is

wearing  big  noise-canceling  headphones,  Sam

stands up for his friend with a proud and kind

smile.  He  explains  to  the  group  that  the

headphones help Leo feel comfortable so he can

use his amazing 'super-vision' to help their team.
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As  the  camp stars  twinkle  brightly  above,

Sam  and  Leo  sit  side-by-side  on  the  grass,

sharing a pair of binoculars to look at the moon.

Sam realizes that having a friend who sees the

world  differently  makes  his  own  life  much

bigger, brighter, and more colorful.
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