
Oliver's Unexpected Friend
Alaa Ahmed



Alaa Ahmed

1

Oliver the little fox sat alone on a wooden

park  bench,  wrapping  his  bushy  tail  tightly

around his  paws.  The afternoon sun cast  long

golden  shadows  across  the  grass  as  other

woodland creatures played tag in the distance.

Oliver  let  out  a  soft  sigh,  wishing  more  than

anything for a friend to share his quiet day.
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Wandering toward the old oak tree at  the

edge of the meadow, Oliver caught the sound of

soft, muffled sniffling coming from behind a pile

of amber leaves. He peeked carefully around the

massive trunk and discovered a tiny white bunny

shivering with tears in his round blue eyes. The

little  rabbit  looked  completely  lost  and  was

clutching a crumpled map made of birch bark.
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Oliver  knelt  down  softly  and  plucked  a

vibrant red clover flower from the grass, holding

it out with a warm, gentle smile. The frightened

bunny blinked, took a timid step forward,  and

accepted  the  blossom,  sniffing  it  curiously.

Oliver  introduced  himself  in  his  kindest  voice

and promised to help the little  rabbit  find his

way home.
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Sitting  together  on  a  mossy  log,  Oliver

reached into his small canvas satchel and pulled

out a crisp,  red apple.  He carefully  snapped it

into two equal halves, offering the larger piece

to the hungry bunny, who introduced himself as

Barnaby.  As  they  crunched  their  sweet  snack

together, Barnaby's worries began to melt away

into happy smiles.
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Side  by  side,  the  new companions  set  off

down  the  winding  gravel  path  lined  with  tall,

whispering pine trees. Barnaby pointed toward a

distant  gentle  hill  covered  in  colorful

wildflowers,  recalling  that  his  home  lay  just

beyond  it.  Oliver  walked  proudly  beside  him,

keeping a watchful eye to ensure his new friend

felt safe and supported.
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Their  path  brought  them  to  a  chattering

woodland stream with a slippery bridge made of

smooth  river  stones.  Oliver  carefully  extended

his paw to hold Barnaby's, guiding him step by

step  over  the  rushing  water.  Tiny  droplets  of

river spray sparkled like diamonds in the air as

they  successfully  tumbled onto the  soft  green

bank together with bright laughter.
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A sudden rain shower began to pitter-patter

through the canopy above, sending cool drops

dancing  on  the  forest  floor.  Oliver  quickly

plucked a giant green burdock leaf and held it

like a wide umbrella over both of  their  heads.

Snuggled close beneath the broad leaf shelter,

they listened to the soothing rhythm of the rain,

feeling safe and dry together.
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As  the  clouds  parted,  a  brilliant  rainbow

arched  across  the  sky,  painting  the  clouds  in

glowing hues of violet and rose. Barnaby gasped

with joy and pointed to a familiar patch of wild

white  daisies  blossoming  at  the  top  of  the

nearby  ridge.  He  recognized  the  gentle  slope

immediately—his cozy underground home was

just a short hop away!
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Barnaby's  mother  and  father  rushed  out

from  their  burrows  under  the  oak  roots,

wrapping Barnaby in a big, tearful hug of relief.

They  warmly  welcomed  Oliver  into  their  cozy,

candle-lit  burrow  to  celebrate  Barnaby's  safe

return. Together, the rabbit family and the little

fox  enjoyed  warm honey  tea  and  sweet  daisy

cakes around a wooden table.
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When evening fell and the first stars began

to twinkle in the deep indigo sky, Oliver walked

back home through the quiet park. His heart felt

fuller and warmer than it ever had before as he

waved goodbye to Barnaby. Oliver smiled up at

the gentle moon, knowing that he would never

feel lonely again with a true friend by his side.
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