Ella the Elephant and the Thirsty
Jungle
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Punyashree Punyashree

Deep in the Emerald Jungle, where vines
swung like playful ropes, lived a happy herd of
elephants. There was kind Ella, the wise
matriarch, with her friends Max and Sam, and

the tiny, curious Ella Jr.
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One sunny morning, the jungle felt
strangely quiet. The sparkling river, usually
gushing with life, had shrunk to a dusty path,

leaving all the thirsty animals worried and sad.
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Ella gathered everyone under a giant
banyan tree, her gentle rumble a comforting
sound. She announced, 'We elephants are
strong and have big hearts! Let's use our power

to help our friends find water!'
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With determination, the mighty elephants
lined up at the dry riverbed, their eyes shining
with purpose. Ella led the way, demonstrating
how to use their powerful trunks to scoop and

toss away the dry earth.
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Max and Sam joined in, their strong tusks
carefully breaking through the tougher, rocky
parts of the ground. Tiny Ella Jr. tried to help
too, wiggling her little trunk with all her might,

making everyone smile.
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After much digging and pushing, a tiny,

hopeful glint appeared! A small, clear trickle of

water began to bubble up from deep below the

surface, making a soft, whispering sound.
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The trickle grew stronger, flowing faster
until a shimmering pool began to fill the
riverbed. The water was cool and fresh,

reflecting the bright jungle leaves like a mirror.
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A joyful cheer erupted from all the waiting
animals! Monkeys chattered, parrots squawked,
and gazelles leaped with delight as they rushed

to drink the precious, newly found water.
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The jungle creatures, big and small,
gathered around the elephants, trumpeting and
chirping their heartfelt thanks. They knew the
elephants’ strength and kindness had saved

them all.
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From that day on, every year the jungle
celebrated 'Elephant Appreciation Day' with
songs and dances. It was a day to remember Ella
and her friends, whose big hearts brought water

and joy back to their home.
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