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In the vibrant town of Posse, Goias,
Professor Ana gathers her students at the Josefa
Barbosa Valente School. Eloyse, Nicolas, Keila,
Kesia, and Luiz Felipe listen intently as she
introduces a mysterious insect known as the
barbeiro, which hides in the shadows of rural

homes.
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The professor shows a detailed image of the
Triatoma infestans, explaining that this small
insect likes to hide in the cracks of mud walls
and thatched roofs. Nicolas remembers his
grandmother talking about the bug that bites at
night, and the class realizes the danger might be

closer than they thought.
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Professor Ana explains that the real danger
is a tiny parasite called Trypanosoma cruzi found
in the insect's droppings. When a person
scratches the itchy bite, the parasite enters the
body, leading to Chagas disease, a condition

that affects the heart and other organs.
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To understand how to fight it, the class
travels back in time through the professor's
story to meet the brilliant scientist Carlos
Chagas. In his early 20th-century laboratory, the
determined doctor works tirelessly with his
microscope to solve a medical mystery that was

affecting thousands of workers.

THE CHAGAS PARADOX
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Carlos Chagas visits rural villages, observing
how many people suffer from heart problems
and fever. He notices the barbeiro insects living
inside the houses and begins to connect the
dots between the environment, the insect, and

human health.
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In a moment of scientific triumph, Chagas
becomes the first person in history to describe
an entire disease cycle. He identifies the
parasite, the insect vector, and the symptoms,
gaining worldwide recognition for a discovery

that would save countless lives.
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Back in the classroom, the students realize
that the knowledge Chagas left behind is a
powerful tool for their own community. They
discuss how maintaining a clean environment
and improving housing can keep the barbeiro

away from their families in Posse.
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Nicolas and his friends decide to take action
by cleaning up a cluttered backyard near the
school. They remove old wood, bricks, and
debris, showing that a tidy space is the best
defense against the dangerous insect looking

for a place to hide.
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The children share their new knowledge
with their families and neighbors, teaching them
how to seal cracks in walls and keep animal pens
away from the house. Their enthusiasm spreads
through the neighborhood Ilike a wave of

positive change and health awareness.
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Standing proudly under the bright sun of
Goias, the five friends realize they are the new
generation of health heroes. Inspired by the
legacy of Carlos Chagas, they commit to
protecting their environment and ensuring a

healthy future for everyone in Posse.
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