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Christia Duvenhage

Japie the Weimaraner wakes up as the

morning sun paints his silver coat with a soft,
metallic glow. He stretches his long legs and

looks out the window, dreaming of the secrets

hidden beyond the garden fence.
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With a quiet wiggle of his tail, Japie finds a
small gap under the gate and slips out into the
wide world. The air is fresh and filled with the
enticing scent of pine needles and distant,

flowing water.
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He trots through a vast meadow where the
tall grass tickles his belly and golden wildflowers
sway in the gentle breeze. Japie feels like a silver
explorer on a grand mission to find the

legendary rushing river.
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A bright blue butterfly flutters across his
path, dancing just out of reach of his wet,

curious nose. Japie follows his new winged

friend, his velvety ears flopping happily with
every rhythmic step he takes.
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The golden sunlight filters through the
canopy of tall trees as Japie enters a cool,
emerald-green forest. He pauses to sniff a
mossy log, listening to the soft rustle of leaves

and the distant sound of splashing water.
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Finally, the trees part to reveal a wide,
sparkling river that glitters like a thousand
diamonds in the sun. Japie stands on the sandy
bank, his amber eyes wide with wonder at the

sight of the rushing blue water.
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He steps cautiously into the cool shallows,

feeling the refreshing water swirl around his
ankles and paws. Japie lets out a happy bark as
he splashes playfully, watching the ripples travel

toward the center of the stream.
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A group of fluffy ducklings paddles past him
in a neat line, following their mother through
the tall green reeds. Japie sits perfectly still,
watching them with a gentle and curious gaze

as they navigate the gentle current.

FRIENDS BY THE RIVER
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As the sky turns a soft shade of pink and
orange, Japie turns around to head back toward
his warm, familiar house. He carries the fresh
scent of the river on his fur and a sense of

peaceful accomplishment in his heart.
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Back in his soft bed, Japie curls into a cozy
circle and lets out a long, contented sigh. His
eyes drift shut as he falls fast asleep, dreaming
of the silver river and the many adventures that

wait for him tomorrow.
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