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Chief Adewale stands on his high-rise
balcony, looking out over the sparkling lights of
Lagos. He wears a flowing silk agbada and a
gold watch that costs more than a house, yet his
eyes are filled with a strange sadness. Below
him, the city hums with life, but a cold wind
suddenly chills his bones, whispering a name he

hasn't heard in twenty years.
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Inside his private, gold-leafed study, a tall
man in a sharp black suit sits waiting in the
shadows. Adewale gasps and drops his glass of
expensive juice, watching it shatter on the
marble floor. 'The time has come to pay your
debt, Adewale,' the stranger says with a voice as

dry as the desert wind.
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Adewale remembers the night he was a
poor young man standing by the dark lagoon,
desperate for a better life. He had made a secret
deal with a mysterious shadow, promising
anything for the power to build his empire. Now,
looking at the stranger, he realizes the success

he loved so much was never truly his to keep.
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Please, I have a daughter getting married
next week, give me just a little more time,
Adewale begs, his hands shaking. The dark
figure stands up, his eyes glowing like dim
embers in the corner of the room. 'You traded
your future for gold, Adewale; gold cannot buy
back a single second of the life you owe me,' the

stranger replies coldly.
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The stranger leans forward and offers a
final, impossible choice to the terrified
billionaire. 'If you can give away every single
thing you earned from our deal before the sun
sets today, you may keep your life.! Adewale
looks at his massive safe and his many
certificates of ownership, realizing he must

choose between his money and his breath.
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Adewale quickly calls his lawyers and orders
them to transfer all his money to the
orphanages and hospitals of the city. 'Are you
losing your mind, Chief?' his lead lawyer asks in
total shock over the phone. Adewale simply
wipes sweat from his forehead and says, 'T am
finally waking up from a very long, very

expensive dream.’
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As the hot afternoon sun beats down,
Adewale walks through the busy markets of
Lagos, handing out his expensive rings and
watches to people in need. He sees the genuine
joy on a grandmother's face and feels a warmth
in his heart he hasn't felt in decades. The heavy
weight on his chest begins to lift with every

piece of gold he gives away.



https://www.genstory.app/

Maureen Nwachi

Back at his mansion, workers are carrying
away the expensive paintings and the golden

statues he once prized. Adewale sits on a simple

wooden chair in a room that is now mostly
empty, watching his empire vanish into the
hands of others. He looks at his reflection in a
window and sees a man who looks older, but

finally looks free.
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The sun begins to dip below the horizon,
painting the Lagos sky in beautiful shades of
deep orange and purple. The mysterious
stranger appears one last time in the empty
hallway, looking at the humble man sitting
alone. 'You are the first person to ever choose a
simple life over a mountain of gold," the figure
whispers before fading into the evening

shadows.
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Adewale’s daughter runs into the room and
hugs him tightly, completely unaware of the
miracle that just happened. He has no money
left in the bank, but he has his life and the love
of his family surrounding him. Under the bright

Lagos moon, the former billionaire smiles,
knowing he is finally the richest man in the

world.
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