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In  a  small,  noisy  classroom  over  two

hundred years ago,  a tired teacher named Mr.

Büttner wanted some peace and quiet. He gave

his students a task he thought would take hours:

to add up every consecutive number from 1 to

100.
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While  the other  children frantically  started

adding—one plus two is three, three plus three

is six—a young boy named Carl Friedrich Gauss

sat back. He didn't start adding the numbers in

a  long,  tedious  line.  Instead,  he  stared  at  the

dusty chalkboard, looking for a secret pattern.
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Carl's  eyes  lit  up  as  he  envisioned  a

beautiful trick in his mind. If he paired the very

first  number  with  the  very  last  number,  they

made a perfect team, since 1 plus 100 equaled

101. Moving inward, the next pair of 2 and 99

also magically equaled 101.
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He realized that every single pair across this

mental rainbow equaled exactly 101. Since there

were 100 numbers in total,  splitting them into

pairs  meant  there  were  exactly  50  identical

combinations to account for.
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Instead  of  doing  one  hundred  slow

additions,  Carl  realized  he  could  just  multiply

the  50  pairs  by  101.  In  a  spectacular  flash  of

genius,  his  chalk  flew  across  the  stone  slate,

instantly calculating the grand total of 5,050.
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Before the teacher could even sit down to

rest,  Carl  walked up to  the  front  of  the  room

with absolute confidence. He slammed his stone

slate face-down on the teacher’s heavy wooden

desk, startling the entire room.
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Mr.  Büttner  thought  the  young  boy  was

playing a lazy joke and prepared to scold him.

However, when the grumpy schoolmaster turned

the slate over, his jaw dropped in absolute shock

at the perfect digits.
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The  other  students  stopped  scribbling  on

their slates, staring in complete awe at Carl. In

just  a  few  seconds,  a  ten-year-old  boy  had

solved  a  massive  mathematical  problem,

rewriting the rules of the classroom forever.
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Carl  smiled  gently,  knowing  that  numbers

weren't  just  cold  figures  to  be  stacked,  but  a

beautiful  language  of  patterns  waiting  to  be

understood.  His  teachers  realized  that  this

ordinary boy possessed an extraordinary mind

destined for greatness.
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Today,  we  still  use  Carl’s  brilliant  rainbow

trick  to  find  the  sum  of  any  arithmetic

progression.  By  dividing  the  total  terms  into

pairs and multiplying by the sum of the first and

last terms, we use his childhood magic to solve

the world's complex equations.
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