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In  the  peaceful  village  of  Gokul,  a

miraculous child named Krishna is born under a

starlit  sky,  bringing  joy  to  his  foster  parents

Nanda  and  Yashoda.  With  his  dark,  cloud-

colored skin and a shimmering peacock feather

in his hair, he quickly becomes the heart of the

entire community.
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Little  Krishna  is  known  throughout  the

village  as  the  Makhan  Chor  or  butter  thief,

cleverly  climbing  on  his  friends'  shoulders  to

reach  pots  of  fresh  cream  hanging  from  the

rafters.  His  face  is  often  smeared  with  white

butter, and his innocent smile melts the hearts

of the neighbors who try to catch him in the act.
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One  day,  a  giant  bird-demon  named

Bakasura attacks the village with a sharp beak

and massive wings, but the brave young Krishna

faces  the  beast  without  a  hint  of  fear.  To  the

amazement of his playmates,  he easily defeats

the monster, proving that even a small child can

overcome great evil through courage and wit.
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Krishna  often  sits  by  the  banks  of  the

Yamuna  River,  playing  a  simple  bamboo  flute

that  produces  the  most  enchanting  melodies

ever heard. The cows stop grazing and the birds

fall  silent,  all  drawn  to  the  divine  music  that

seems to make the very trees and flowers dance

with joy.
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While playing in the yard, Krishna playfully

eats  a  handful  of  dirt,  and  when  his  mother

Yashoda demands he open his mouth to clean it,

she is stunned by what she sees. Inside the small

child's mouth, she beholds the entire universe,

including  the  sun,  moon,  stars,  and  all  living

beings in a swirling cosmic dance.
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When  the  angry  rain  god  Indra  sends  a

devastating  storm  to  flood  Gokul,  Krishna

instructs the frightened villagers to take shelter

near the sacred Govardhan Hill.  He effortlessly

lifts the massive mountain with his little finger,

holding it up like a giant umbrella to protect his

people and animals for seven days and nights.
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In the dark, swirling waters of the Yamuna

River,  a  multi-headed  serpent  named  Kaliya

poisons  the  water  and  terrifies  the  village.

Krishna  bravely  dives  into  the  depths  and

emerges dancing triumphantly on the serpent's

many  heads,  eventually  showing  mercy  and

commanding the creature to leave the river in

peace.
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A poor fruit seller passes by Krishna's house,

and the young boy offers a few grains of rice in

exchange  for  some  fruit.  As  he  drops  the

humble grains into her basket, they miraculously

transform  into  sparkling  jewels  and  gold,

rewarding  her  simple  act  of  kindness  and

devotion.
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Tired of his constant mischief, Yashoda tries

to tie Krishna to a heavy wooden mortar with a

rope, but she finds the rope is always two inches

too short no matter how much she adds. Only

when Krishna sees her tired face and feels her

motherly  love  does  he  allow  himself  to  be

bound,  showing  that  the  divine  can  only  be

captured by pure affection.
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As  the  sun  sets  over  the  golden  fields  of

Vrindavan,  Krishna  stands  with  his  brother

Balarama and their friends, looking toward the

horizon with  a  knowing gaze.  Though he  is  a

playful  child  of  the  forest,  his  journey  toward

becoming a wise teacher and the protector of

the world has only just begun.
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