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Thunder and the Knights of Xaymaca

julissa mckenzie
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Deep in the sparkling Caribbean Sea lay the
mystical island of Xaymaca, a paradise of lush
green jungles, golden beaches, and hidden
treasures. High atop the island's tallest volcano
lived Thunder, a giant, emerald-green dragon
with wings like storm clouds and a roar that

shook the palm trees.
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Far across the sea, two brave young knights
named Adonai and Zaion heard tales of the
fearsome beast guarding golden chests.
Wearing their shining silver armor and holding
wooden practice swords, they sailed their small
boat toward Xaymaca, determined to face the

monster and rescue the island's treasures.
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When their boots hit the sandy shore, the
sky suddenly darkened and a loud rumbling
echoed through the trees. Adonai and Zaion
gripped their swords tightly as Thunder
swooped down, breathing bright orange fire
into the air to scare the intruders away from his

sacred home.
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The young knights hid behind a large mossy
boulder, their hearts beating like drums as the
ground trembled. They peered out and saw
Thunder fiercely patrolling the perimeter of a
cave, mistakenly believing the dragon was an

evil monster who wanted to destroy everything.
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Later that afternoon, a terrible tropical
storm hit the island, bringing howling winds and
crashing waves that threatened to wash the
knights' little boat away. From his high peak,
Thunder saw the two boys struggling in the
blinding rain and realized they were just scared

children in danger.
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Instead of attacking, the mighty dragon flew
down through the storm and used his massive
wings to shield Adonai and Zaion from the
crashing waves. Thunder gently nudged them
toward the dry safety of his mountain cave,
surprising the knights with his unexpected

kindness.
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Inside the warm cave, the shivering knights
looked around and realized the ‘treasures'
Thunder was protecting were not gold, but rare,
beautiful island flowers and glowing ancient
crystals. Adonai stepped forward and softly
patted the dragon's giant snout, realizing they

had completely misunderstood the gentle giant.
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Zaion shared his sweet tropical fruits with
Thunder, who happily crunched on them and let
out a soft, playful puff of smoke that smelled
like roasted marshmallows. The
misunderstanding completely melted away,
replaced by smiles, laughter, and the magical

spark of a new friendship.
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The next morning, under a bright sunny sky,
the two knights helped Thunder clean up the
storm debris and replant the island's damaged
tropical flowers. Working together, they realized
that true bravery isn't about fighting dragons,

but about taking the time to understand them.
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As the sun began to set, Adonai and Zaion
waved goodbye from their boat, promising to
return to Xaymaca soon. Up on the cliff, Thunder
roared a happy farewell, no longer a lonely
monster, but the proud guardian of the island
and the best friend two knights could ever ask

for.
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