—

Worth the Wait

Shree Iyer




Karan bursts into the cozy hostel room,
excitedly waving his phone to tell his roommate
Aryan that tickets for the big college music
concert are finally on sale. Aryan, working on his
laptop at his desk, smiles at Karan's enthusiasm
but reminds him that urgent utility bills need

their attention first.
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Waving off Karan's reluctance, Aryan pulls
out his smartphone and opens the app to clear
their overdue electricity and Wi-Fi bills. In just a
few quick taps, the payments are processed
seamlessly, demonstrating the ease and

convenience of digital financial management.
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Inspired by how fast Aryan completed the
bill payments, Karan opens his own banking app

to transfer his share of next month's rent.

However, his smile instantly vanishes as a bright
red notification pops up on his screen, declaring

that the transaction has failed.
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Shocked and confused, Karan scrolls
through his recent digital transaction log to see
where all his money went over the past month.
He discovers a long trail of impulsive small
purchases—Ilate-night food delivery, online
gaming credits, and unnecessary shopping—

that secretly drained his bank account.
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Noticing his friend's distress, Aryan pulls out
a clean notebook and sits beside Karan to break
down the fundamentals of smart budgeting. He
gently explains how prioritizing essential
payments and savings first allows one to enjoy
guilt-free entertainment with whatever funds

remain.
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Karan carefully writes down his monthly
income alongside fixed expenses like rent and
utilities, realizing he needs to actively direct
where his money goes instead of wondering
where it vanished. Together, the two friends
draft a realistic step-by-step financial plan to

rebuild Karan's savings.
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A month passes, and Karan walks back into
their brightly lit hostel room with a triumphant
smile on his face. He eagerly announces to
Aryan that all his upcoming bills and rent have
already been paid in full well ahead of their

deadlines.
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Sitting at his desk, Karan points proudly to
his phone screen, showing Aryan how weekly
expense checks helped him curb unnecessary
impulse  buys. Aryan nods approvingly,
celebrating how disciplined habits and
thoughtful planning completely transformed

Karan's financial peace of mind.
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The warm evening light glows as Karan and
Aryan stroll together toward the buzzing college
amphitheater for the long-awaited music
concert. Karan feels a deep sense of relief
knowing he stayed within budget, cleared all his
responsibilities, and still saved enough cash to

enjoy the event.
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As music begins to echo through the crowd,
Karan reflects on the valuable lessons he learned
about digital security, budgeting, and self-
control. He smiles warmly at Aryan, realizing
that practicing patience and planning ahead
made this moment of celebration truly worth

the wait.
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