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Deep  in  the  sun-dappled  meadow,  a  tiny

mouse named Pip loved playing in the golden

daytime  grass,  but  he  always  scurried  home

before  the  shadows grew long.  His  big  round

ears would droop whenever dusk fell,  because

the dark world outside his cozy burrow terrified

him.
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One sunny afternoon, Pip and his cheerful

squirrel  friend  Nutmeg  played  hide-and-seek

near the edge of the whispering woods. Nutmeg

scampered  ahead  into  a  mysterious,  shadowy

opening in the hillside and did not come back

out.
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Pip crept cautiously to the dark maw of the

cavern,  calling  out  for  his  friend,  but  only  a

hollow  echo  answered.  Peering  inside,  he

realized  Nutmeg  had  slipped  down  a  steep

ledge and was trapped deep within the pitch-

black cave.
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Panic fluttered in Pip's chest like a trapped

butterfly  as  he  looked  into  the  terrifying,  ink-

black tunnel. He wanted to run away and hide,

but knowing his best friend was in trouble made

him take a trembling breath and step across the

threshold.
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Inside  the  cavern,  the  sunlight  vanished

completely  and  strange,  looming  shadows

danced  along  the  jagged  stone  walls.  Pip

squeezed his eyes shut and hugged his favorite

acorn charm tightly, trying to remember that he

was stronger than his fear.
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A  glowing  trail  of  bioluminescent

mushrooms  suddenly  caught  Pip's  tearful  eye,

casting a soft,  comforting blue light  upon the

rocky  floor.  Inspired  by  the  gentle  glow,  Pip

realized that even the darkest places held tiny

sparks of light if you looked closely.
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With  every  brave  step  forward,  Pip's

confidence  grew  stronger  as  he  navigated

around puddles and sleeping crickets. He called

out into the cavern again, and this time, a faint,

familiar  squeak  answered  from  the  depths

below.
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Peering  down  into  a  rocky  hollow,  Pip

spotted Nutmeg sitting safely on a mossy ledge

with a sprained paw. Pip lowered a sturdy vine

he had dragged all the way from the meadow,

determination shining brightly in his big brown

eyes.
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Working together  with  all  their  might,  Pip

pulled  as  Nutmeg  scrambled  up  the  vine  to

safety.  The  two  friends  shared  a  joyful  hug,

wrapped in the warm, secure embrace of each

other's company.
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Stepping back out into the starlit  meadow

hand-in-hand,  Pip  looked  up  at  the  sparkling

night  sky  without  a  single  shiver  of  fear.  He

smiled,  realizing that  the  dark  wasn't  so  scary

after  all,  especially  when  illuminated  by

friendship and courage.
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