
The Invasion of the Emerald Balloons
ศรเีรอืน มาลยั



ศรเีรอืน มาลยั

1

Leo notices  strange,  twinkling green lights

descending from the night sky, far brighter than

any  stars  he  has  ever  seen.  He  grabs  his

telescope, realizing that these aren't stars at all,

but  a  fleet  of  colorful  ships shaped like circus

tents.
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Huge spaceships land softly in the city park,

their  neon  lights  pulsing  with  an  eerie  glow

against  the  dark  grass.  Out  of  the  hatches

tumble  dozens  of  colorful  clowns  from Clown

Star,  somersaulting  onto  the  earth  with

mischievous grins.
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Each  clown  carries  a  massive  bundle  of

glowing green balloons that seem to have a life

of  their  own,  bobbing and weaving in  the air.

The leader, a tall clown with a star-shaped nose,

points  toward  the  city  center  and  lets  out  a

booming, echoing laugh.
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As  the  clowns  march  through  the  streets,

they release the green balloons, which begin to

stick to buildings and cars. Everywhere a balloon

touches,  the  hard  concrete  turns  into  soft,

bouncy  marshmallow,  making  the  city  wobble

and shake.
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The invasion spreads as the green balloons

multiply, filling the sky until the sun is blocked

by  a  strange  emerald  haze.  People  find

themselves  bouncing uncontrollably,  unable  to

walk straight as the world becomes a giant, silly

trampoline.
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Leo watches from his bedroom window as

his wooden desk turns into a pile of wobbly jelly

and his chair starts to honk like a bicycle horn.

He realizes that the clowns are trying to turn the

entire Earth into a playful satellite of their home,

Clown Star.
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Leo remembers his science project—a high-

powered vacuum meant for cleaning space dust

—and realizes  it  might  be the only  thing that

can catch the balloons. He rushes to his garage,

dodging  a  group  of  juggling  clowns  who  are

tossing custard pies at the town hall.
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With his  modified vacuum strapped to his

back, Leo begins to suck the green balloons out

of  the  air,  storing  their  silly  energy  in  a  large

glass  canister.  The  buildings  touched  by  the

balloons begin to return to their  solid,  normal

state as the green glow fades away.
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Seeing their balloons disappear, the clowns

panic  and  rush  back  toward  their  tent-ships,

tripping over their oversized shoes in a frantic

retreat. Leo directs the vacuum's nozzle toward

the main ship, releasing all the captured green

balloons in one giant, emerald burst.
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The force of the released balloons lifts the

circus ships off the ground, carrying the clowns

back  toward  the  distant  stars  of  their  own

galaxy.  Leo  waves  goodbye  as  the  sky  clears,

leaving the world safe, though a few trees still

have a slight, happy wobble.
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