The Great River Crossing

Murali mohan Guttikonda




Murali mohan Guttikonda

Oliver the squirrel stood on the riverbank,
staring anxiously across the rushing water. The
autumn storm had washed away the old
wooden bridge, leaving the delicious, ripe nut
trees on the other side completely out of reach.
He knew his small paws couldn't build a new

bridge alone.
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Soon, Bramble the hedgehog and Fiona the
fox joined Oliver by the river, each looking just
as hungry and worried. They realized that if they
wanted to gather enough food for the winter,

they would have to find a way across the deep,

fast-moving water together.
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Oliver suggested they build a raft using the
fallen branches scattered around the forest floor.
Bramble used his sharp quills to gather dry
moss for padding, while Fiona used her strong
jaws to drag the heaviest logs to the water's

edge.
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Barnaby the beaver swam over to help,
offering his expert engineering skills to line up
the logs perfectly. He showed the other animals
how to weave sturdy vines together to bind the

wood tightly so it wouldn't drift apart.
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Working as a team, the animals passed vines
and logs from one to another in a long, efficient
line. Even the tiny field mice helped by tightly
knotting the ends of the vines that the larger

animals couldn't reach.
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With a mighty collective push, the animals
launched their brand-new, sturdy raft into the
swirling river. Oliver, Fiona, Bramble, and
Barnaby all climbed aboard, holding onto each

other tightly as the raft swayed in the current.
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Midway across the river, the current grew
incredibly strong, and the raft began to spin out
of control. Barnaby used his broad tail to steer
from behind, while Fiona and Oliver used long

branches as oars to pull them back on course.
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With one final, synchronized push, the raft
bumped safely against the opposite riverbank.
The animals cheered and high-fived, realizing
that their combined strengths had kept them

safe through the dangerous water.
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The far side of the river was filled with
bushes bursting with berries and trees heavy
with nuts. Together, they quickly gathered the
harvest, easily carrying the heavy loads back to

the raft by sharing the weight.
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Back home in the cozy forest clearing, the
animals celebrated with a grand autumn feast
under the stars. Oliver looked around at his
smiling friends, knowing that their newly
discovered teamwork was the greatest treasure

of all.
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