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George  visits  his  Grandma’s  house,  where

forty-two colorful  cats  of  all  shapes  and sizes

lounge on every chair and shelf. The house is a

whirlwind of soft fur and happy purrs, showing

George just how much a favorite pet can mean

to a person.
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At  Grandpa’s  farm,  thirty-two  energetic

dogs  of  various  breeds  race  across  the  wide

green fields,  barking with joy.  George watches

them play in the sunlight,  knowing that in his

world, a person's tenth birthday brings a bond

that lasts a lifetime.
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It is the night before George’s big day, and

he  sits  quietly  in  his  bedroom looking  at  the

calendar. He is still nine years old for just a few

more  hours,  and  the  anticipation  of  what

tomorrow  brings  makes  his  heart  race  with

excitement.
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George lies in bed under his cozy blankets,

imagining what kind of animal will arrive at his

door in the morning. He wonders if he will get a

loyal  golden  retriever  like  his  Grandpa  or

perhaps a clever, independent tabby cat like his

Grandma.
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The  sun  rises  on  George’s  tenth  birthday,

casting a warm golden glow across his bedroom

floor.  He jumps out of  bed with a wide smile,

finally ready to join the grand tradition of pet

owners in his family.
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Suddenly,  a  thunderous  and  heavy  knock

echoes through the house, making the pictures

on  the  walls  rattle.  George  runs  to  the  front

door,  his  breath  catching  in  his  throat  as  he

reaches out to turn the brass handle.
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As the door  swings open,  a  giant  shadow

falls over the porch and a puff of shimmering,

purple  smoke  clears  away.  George’s  eyes  go

wide with wonder as he realizes his new pet is

much bigger than any cat or dog he has ever

seen.
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Standing tall  and magnificent  is  a  friendly

dragon  with  scales  that  sparkle  like  emeralds

and wings as wide as the house. The dragon lets

out  a  soft,  musical  rumble  of  affection  and

gently  nudges  George’s  hand  with  its  warm,

scaly nose.
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George climbs onto the dragon’s  powerful

back,  and  they  soar  high  above  the  town,

gliding  through  the  fluffy  white  clouds.

Everyone below stops  what  they  are  doing to

point  and  stare  in  awe  at  the  boy  and  his

legendary green beast.
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By the afternoon,  George has become the

most  popular  kid  on  the  entire  planet,

surrounded  by  cheering  friends  and  amazed

neighbors. He smiles proudly beside his dragon,

knowing that his tenth birthday turned out to be

more magical than he ever dreamed possible.
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