
The Great Backyard Blast
Shooter Richardson



Shooter Richardson

1

Mia  and  her  best  friend  Leo  spent  every

sunny  afternoon  inventing  wild  acrobatic

routines  in  the  backyard.  Today,  they  were

attempting their most ambitious move yet, the

Deluxe  Flying  Flip.  Mia  took  a  deep  breath,

perched  atop  the  sturdy  wooden  bench,  and

prepped for  takeoff  while  Leo stood ready on

the grass.
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With  a  triumphant  leap,  Mia  launched

herself high into the warm afternoon air, aiming

for  a  soft  landing  nearby.  However,  a  sudden

burst  of  momentum  wobbled  her  flight  path

directly over Leo, who was staring up with wide-

eyed excitement.
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Just  as  Mia  soared  right  over  Leo's  lifted

face,  her  tummy  gave  an  unexpected,  noisy

rumble.  Before  she  could  hold  it  in,  a

surprisingly loud toot erupted right above Leo's

nose, echoing across the quiet yard.
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Mia landed with a soft thud on the lawn, her

cheeks  flushing  bright  crimson  as  sudden

embarrassment washed over her.  Leo froze on

the grass, his eyes open wide and his hair blown

slightly back by the hilarious gust of wind.
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For  three  long  seconds,  complete  silence

hung over the garden as both children stared at

each other in shock. Mia squeezed her eyes shut

tightly,  terrified  that  her  best  friend would  be

upset or laugh at her expense.
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Slowly, Leo's mouth began to twitch at the

corners as a tiny snicker escaped his lips. That

small  giggle  quickly  bubbled  up  into  a  loud,

belly-shaking roar of laughter that rang through

the entire neighborhood.
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Hearing Leo's joyful laughter, Mia cautiously

opened one eye and let out a huge sigh of relief.

Seeing her friend rolling on the grass in absolute

delight made all of her awkward embarrassment

vanish in an instant.
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Mia fell back onto the soft grass beside him,

joining  in  on  the  hysterical  giggles  until  her

stomach  hurt  from  laughing  so  hard.  They

pointed up at the sky, giggling as they imagined

the  silly  puff  of  air  turning  into  funny  cloud

shapes.
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To make Mia  feel  completely  comfortable,

Leo  dramatically  pretended  to  faint  from  the

mysterious  surprise  blast,  waving  his  hands

wildly over his nose. Mia stood up and bowed

like  a  grand  theater  performer,  turning  an

accidental  mistake  into  the  ultimate  grand

finale.
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As the evening sun began to set,  the two

best  friends  walked  hand-in-hand  toward  the

porch,  already  planning  their  next  big  stunt.

They  realized  that  even  the  most  unexpected,

embarrassing  moments  can  become  the  best

memories when shared with a true friend.
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