
The Map That Wasn't Meant for Us
TabbyJo Robertson



TabbyJo Robertson

1

Leo, a small figure in a big, empty room, sits

on a worn floorboard,  feeling a  bit  lost  in  his

new  house.  He  pries  open  a  loose  board  to

reveal  a  dusty,  rolled-up  parchment  with

strange, faded symbols and a whimsical drawing

of Cedar Street.
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Following  the  map's  whimsical  'X'  to  an

overgrown  lot  behind  his  house,  Leo  pushes

aside  thick,  curling  vines.  He  gasps  as  he

uncovers  a  crumbling,  moss-covered  stone

archway,  hinting  at  a  forgotten  entrance  to

somewhere mysterious.
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As  Leo  tries  to  clear  the  last  of  the  vines

from the archway, he tumbles right into Maya, a

girl  with  bright,  curious  eyes,  and  Sam,  a

thoughtful boy with a notebook. They stare at

each other,  equally  surprised to  find someone

else at their secret exploring spot.
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Armed  with  borrowed  flashlights,  the  trio

ventures  into  the  dark  tunnel,  their  beams

dancing over ancient, rough-hewn walls. Playful

shadows  stretch  long  as  they  discover  rusty

mining carts  and peculiar  carvings that tell  an

old, silent story.
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Deep  inside,  they  stumble  upon  a  hidden

chamber, where a sturdy, old wooden chest sits,

firmly  locked,  next  to  a  stack  of  brittle,  faded

papers.  The  documents  speak  of  the  town's

original  settlers  and  a  cryptic  "missing

cornerstone."
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Back  above  ground,  a  huge,  exaggerated

sign with bold, block letters announcing "NEW

MALL  COMING  SOON!"  looms  over  the

overgrown lot. The kids look at each other with

wide, worried eyes, realizing their secret world is

in grave danger.
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Inside the tunnel,  the trio  huddles  around

the chest, their faces etched with concern. Maya

gestures wildly, wanting to tell adults, while Sam

insists they must find the cornerstone first. Leo,

caught in the middle, fears losing their hidden

sanctuary forever.
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Working  together,  Sam points  out  a  faint,

star-like  pattern  on  the  tunnel  ceiling,  while

Maya  enthusiastically  climbs  a  stack  of  old

crates.  With  a  triumphant  grin,  she  pushes  a

cleverly  hidden  lever,  revealing  a  secret

compartment within the chest.
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From  the  hidden  compartment,  they

carefully lift  out a beautifully ornate,  gleaming

brass compass, its needle spinning playfully. It's

the true "cornerstone," inscribed with a message

of community and preserving history, far more

precious than any jewel.
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Leo,  Maya,  and Sam stand proudly  before

the  town  council,  holding  up  the  sparkling

compass.  Their  once-invisible  voices  are  now

strong and clear, their friendship shining as they

share the tunnel's  forgotten story,  saving their

secret world and inspiring a whole town.
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