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Jik, a graceful tabby cat with watchful amber

eyes,  curled  protectively  around  her  five  tiny

kittens in the soft golden hay of the barn. Each

kitten was a tumble of fur and energy, unaware

that the time to venture into the wide world was

drawing near.
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The first kitten was carried away into a gray,

shadowed  morning,  leaving  behind  a  silence

that felt  heavy and cold. Jik watched from the

wooden doorway, her heart aching as the tiny

cries  faded  into  a  place  where  warmth  and

kindness were nowhere to be found.
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As the days passed, two more kittens were

taken  into  the  world,  only  to  face  the  harsh

reality  of  being  unwanted  and  forgotten.  One

sat alone on a cold stone porch while the other

wandered  through  tall,  lonely  grass,  searching

for a crumb of the love they once knew.
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Jik  paced  the  garden  fence  line,  her  tail

twitching  with  a  mixture  of  hope  and  deep-

seated worry for her remaining little ones. The

world  outside  her  home  seemed  vast  and

unpredictable,  a  place  where  fortune  dealt  its

cards with a hand that often felt unfair.
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Then came a change in the wind as a gentle

elderly woman with a radiant smile reached out

to scoop up the clever, silver-furred kitten. Her

hands were wrinkled but incredibly soft, and the

way  she  cradled  the  little  ball  of  mischief

promised a life filled with warmth and colorful

ribbons.
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Now, the silver kitten snoozes peacefully on

a thick patchwork quilt, surrounded by the scent

of lavender and fresh milk. Jik watches from the

sun-drenched  garden  window,  seeing  her  last

child finally safe in a haven of love, a flickering

light of fortune that finally stayed bright.
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