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Barnaby the rabbit  lived in a cozy wooden

hutch  at  the  edge  of  a  quiet  farm.  While  his

bowl  was  always  full  of  carrots,  he  spent  his

afternoons staring through the wire mesh at the

rolling green hills in the distance.
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One  breezy  evening,  the  farmer  forgot  to

click the latch shut. With a gentle nudge of his

pink nose, Barnaby pushed the door open and

hopped onto the soft,  cool  grass  for  the very

first time.
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The  garden  was  filled  with  giant  shadows

and the sweet scent of night-blooming jasmine.

Barnaby paused by the stone well, his long ears

twitching as he listened to the distant song of a

cricket.
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He  reached  the  edge  of  the  great  forest,

where  the  ancient  trees  seemed  to  touch  the

stars. Thousands of tiny fireflies began to glow,

lighting a path through the ferns like a trail of

fallen diamonds.
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Deep in  the  woods,  Barnaby  discovered  a

hidden  meadow  overflowing  with  wild  clover

and sweet dandelions. He nibbled on the fresh

greens, feeling a sense of joy and liberty he had

never known before.
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Suddenly,  a  loud  hoot  echoed  from  the

branches  above,  and  a  large  owl  swooped

through  the  moonlight.  Barnaby  quickly

scrambled  under  the  broad  cap  of  a  spotted

mushroom, his little heart thumping against his

ribs.
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A soft rain began to fall,  pattering against

the  leaves  and  turning  the  forest  floor  into  a

fragrant  mist.  Barnaby  found  shelter  inside  a

hollow log, watching the silver droplets fall while

dreaming of the sun.
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When morning arrived,  the forest  sparkled

with  dew  and  golden  light.  Barnaby  met  a

friendly field mouse who showed him a secret

stream where the water was clear and tasted like

the morning sky.
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While  exploring  a  sun-drenched  clearing,

Barnaby spotted a group of wild rabbits playing

near  a  thicket.  They  paused  their  games  and

looked  at  him  with  curiosity,  their  noses

twitching in a silent welcome.
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Barnaby  looked  back  toward  the  distant

farm one last time, knowing he would miss his

old  home  but  loving  his  new  life  more.  He

hopped joyfully toward his new friends, ready to

live every day as a free rabbit of the wild.
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