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Manas Kumar

Manas starts his day in the bustling streets
of Rajkot, the morning sun casting long shadows
as he prepares for another day of lectures. He
carries the quiet weight of his family’s hopes in
his backpack, blending into the crowd of

students heading toward the university.
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ENGINEERING MECHANICS - LECTURE 3
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Inside the crowded lecture hall, Manas sits
among dozens of other engineering students,
meticulously taking notes while his mind
occasionally wanders. He is a diligent student,
consistently earning decent marks, yet he often
feels like just another face in a sea of academic

routine.
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After a long day of classes, Manas returns to

his modest home to help his younger sister with
her math homework at the kitchen table. His
mother moves quietly in the background,
carefully managing the household budget, while
the sounds of the neighborhood drift through

the open window.
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Late at night, when the house is silent,
Manas sits at his small desk illuminated only by
the blue glow of his laptop screen. He practices
coding not for a grade, but because he finds a
strange, secret joy in creating something from

nothing in the digital world.
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During dinner, his father speaks with pride

about the stability of a government job, his eyes

reflecting the modest dreams he has for his
son’s future. Manas listens and nods, feeling the
heavy tug-of-war between his parents' need for
security and his own unspoken desire to build a

startup.
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While walking through the college corridor,

a vibrant poster for an upcoming hackathon

catches his eye, promising a weekend of
innovation and problem-solving. Though he
doubts his own abilities, a flicker of curiosity
pushes him to sign his name on the registration

sheet just for the experience.
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The hackathon venue is a whirlwind of

energy, filled with brilliant minds and high-tech

gadgets that initially make Manas feel out of

place. He finds a quiet corner and begins to
work, his fingers hovering over the keyboard as
he looks at the problem statement with fresh

eyes.
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As the hours tick by and the sun begins to

rise, Manas finds himself lost in a state of flow,

solving complex bugs with creative solutions he
didn't know he possessed. The fatigue vanishes,
replaced by a surge of adrenaline and the
realization that his average background gives
him a unique perspective on real-world

problems.
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Standing before the judges, Manas presents
his project with a steady voice and a newfound
confidence that surprises even himself. He
explains how his simple but effective tool could
help families like his manage their daily lives
better, turning his personal experience into a

powerful innovation.
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Walking home after the event, Manas looks
at the Rajkot skyline with a different perspective,
no longer feeling trapped by the cycle of
ordinary life. He realizes that being
extraordinary isn't about being a topper; it's
about having the courage to chase the spark

within and build a future of his own making.
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