


Lozerss

Liam holds up his sneaker, a loose thread

dangling, convinced his shoes are eating his

socks. His mom, sipping coffee, playfully
dismisses his worry, calling his shoes "hungry for
adventure." She encourages him to hurry for the

bus, ruffling his hair with a smile.
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Liam races down the sidewalk, his backpack
bouncing, the morning air fresh with the scent
of cut grass. He skids to a halt as the bus doors

hiss open, his untied laces flopping comically.

The shoe mystery is temporarily forgotten in the

rush.
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Inside the bus, Jamal enthusiastically waves
a drawing of a dinosaur with pizza wings,
complete with pepperoni spots. Mrs. Patel, the
bus driver, reminds everyone to sit down and
hold onto their "pizza dragons." Liam fumbles
with his laces, pondering if dinosaurs truly enjoy

ketchup.
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Lozerss

As the bus hums along, Liam finally ties his
laces, but Jamal whispers a teasing "Bet your
socks are *still* getting eaten." Liam peeks
under his seat, finding one sock bunched
strangely at his heel. He wiggles his toes, and

the sock wiggles back mysteriously.
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o In class, Mr. Boone presents a giant paper
— tree, inviting students to "plant idea seeds.”
& Liam writes "WHY DO SOCKS DISAPPEAR?" on
A leaf-shaped sticky note and adds it to the tree.
& R — oo A% Beside him, Sofia speculates that perhaps socks
.2 are "escaping to somewhere better."
N
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Lozerss

During recess, amidst kickball and
cartwheels, Liam sits to tie his shoe when the
ground beneath him seems to move. He
discovers a tiny hole near the fence, no bigger
than a pencil eraser. Inside, a single striped sock,
his missing one, hangs on a miniature

clothesline.
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Lozerss

Jamal immediately crouches, exclaiming
"Told you!" as a dropped pebble triggers a faint
clank from the hole's depths. Sofia's eyes widen
with wonder, nudging forward to whisper, "What

if... it's a *secret laundry world*?" The mystery

deepens.
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Back in class, a restless Liam bounces his

knee, eager to investigate the tiny hole. Mr.
Boone, sensing their curiosity, holds up a ruler, a
magnifying glass, and a straw, explaining that
"problem-solvers sometimes need tools." Liam
grabs the straw like a magic wand, while Jamal
magnifies the hole, spotting "tiny clothespins”

inside.
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Sofia bravely blows through the straw, and a
striped sock shoots out like a party streamer,
landing on Liam's face, smelling faintly of
blueberries. Mr. Boone explains that airflow
moves light objects, then taps the fence with a
ruler. A high-pitched "Hey!" echoes from the
hole, followed by another tiny sock sailing up
like a white flag, proving that "negotiation works

too."
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The classroom table is soon covered in a
collection of unique, escaped socks, each with a
story. Peering into the hole with the magnifying
glass, Liam, Jamal, and Sofia discover tiny
creatures In aprons, scurrying around a
microscopic washing machine. Mr. Boone reveals

them as the "elusive *Sockulus Foldicus?*,"

explaining they "borrow" socks for "practice" for
the "Big Laundry Day." The children watch in
awe as a tiny gremlin launches a perfectly folded
sock into a basket, realizing these creatures are

training to reunite all missing socks.
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