
Cora's Enchanted Ninth Birthday
David Mindorff



David Mindorff

1

The  morning  sun  streams  through  Cora’s

window,  illuminating  her  blonde  hair  as  she

wakes up with a giant smile.  Today is  the day

she finally turns nine, and her room is already

filled  with  shimmering  pink  and  purple

decorations in anticipation of the big event.
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At Mantha Park, Cora and her parents set up

a  beautiful  celebration  under  the  shade  of  a

large, leafy oak tree. They hang colorful banners

and lay out sparkling tablecloths,  transforming

the picnic area into a pop-star wonderland filled

with balloons.
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One by one, Cora’s nine best friends arrive

at the park, each dressed in their favorite sparkly

outfits  and  colorful  sneakers.  The  air  is  filled

with giggles  and excitement as  the girls  greet

each  other  with  big  hugs  and  enthusiastic

birthday cheers.
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The girls gather around a long table covered

in thousands of vibrant beads, alphabet charms,

and elastic strings.  It  is  time to start the main

event  of  the  party:  making  custom  friendship

bracelets  to  trade  and  wear  just  like  their

favorite pop star.
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Focused and happy, the girls carefully pick

out letters to spell their names and favorite song

titles.  Cora  helps  her  friends  tie  the  perfect

knots,  her  hands moving skillfully  through the

sea of glittery beads as they share stories and

laughs.
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After  crafting their  masterpieces,  everyone

spreads  out  on  picnic  blankets  to  enjoy  star-

shaped  sandwiches  and  sparkling  pink

lemonade.  They  laugh  and  talk  about  their

favorite  lyrics,  feeling  the  warmth  of  the

afternoon sun on their faces.
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The music starts to play, and the park turns

into a private dance floor as the ten girls jump,

twirl, and spin. They sing along to every word of

their favorite hits, their new friendship bracelets

jingling on their wrists with every move.
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Cora’s  parents  bring  out  a  magnificent

birthday cake decorated with edible glitter and a

tiny  golden  guitar  topper.  Everyone  gathers

around in a circle to sing a spirited version of

Happy Birthday while Cora glows with joy.
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Cora closes her eyes tightly, makes a special

secret  wish,  and blows out  all  nine candles  in

one  big  breath.  Her  friends  cheer  and  clap,

reaching out to trade one last set of bracelets to

commemorate the perfect afternoon.
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As the sun begins to set over Mantha Park,

Cora  looks  down  at  her  wrists  covered  in

colorful beads and smiles. It was the best ninth

birthday  she  could  have  ever  imagined,

surrounded  by  music,  creativity,  and  her  very

best friends.
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