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High  above  the  sleeping  world,  Luna  the

Moon  felt  a  sudden  flutter  of  shyness.  She

thought her glow was too bright and her face

too round, so she pulled a thick blanket of silver

clouds over her head to hide.
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Down on Earth,  the garden flowers closed

their  petals  in  confusion,  and  the  woodland

creatures  tilted  their  heads  at  the  sudden

darkness.  The  sky  had  become  a  vast,  empty

velvet curtain with the main spotlight turned off.
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Spark,  the  smallest  but  brightest  star,

twinkled  frantically  to  get  the  attention  of  his

brothers  and  sisters.  He  noticed  the  empty

space where Luna usually sat and let out a tiny,

pulsing glow of worry.
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The stars  gathered in  a  shimmering circle,

whispering  among  the  constellations  about

where  their  friend  could  be.  They  decided  to

form a  glowing  search  party,  drifting  through

the deep indigo sky to find the hidden moon.
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Spark  flew  down  to  the  top  of  the  Great

Pine Tree to ask the wise old owl for help. The

owl hooted softly and pointed his wing toward a

cluster  of  heavy,  puffy  clouds  drifting  slowly

near the mountain peaks.
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The stars  began to play a gentle game of

hide-and-seek  around  the  edges  of  the  misty

vapors. They sang a soft, twinkling melody that

echoed through the cosmos, hoping the music

would reach Luna’s ears.
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Behind  her  fluffy  cloud,  Luna  heard  the

beautiful  music  and  felt  a  warm tingle  in  her

heart.  She  peeked  through  a  tiny  hole  in  the

mist and saw all her friends looking for her with

love and care.
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Spark reached the edge of the largest silver

cloud  and  gently  tapped  on  its  misty  border

with  his  golden  rays.  He  whispered  that  the

night  was  not  the  same without  her  and that

everyone missed her gentle light.
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Slowly  and  carefully,  Luna  began  to  peek

out, showing just a sliver of her silver crescent at

first. The stars cheered with tiny flickers of joy,

illuminating  the  sky  like  a  thousand  scattered

diamonds to welcome her back.
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Finally,  Luna  stepped out  completely  from

behind  the  clouds,  shining  brighter  and  more

beautiful  than ever  before.  Surrounded by her

twinkling friends, she realized that she was loved

exactly as she was, and the whole world glowed

in her peaceful light.
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