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Deep in the crystal-clear ocean waters, little

Mafola  the  humpback  whale  glides  happily

beside her mother.  Curiously,  Mafola asks why

all  the  tropical  fishes  boast  brilliant  shades  of

yellow, blue, and red, while she and her mother

are only gray and black.
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Her  mother  explains  that  long  ago  she

accidentally  splashed  the  legendary  artist

Mataginifale,  washing  away  the  magic  paints

meant  for  the  whales.  Filled  with  a  desire  to

make  things  right,  gentle  Mafola  decides  to

embark on a secret journey down the coast to

find the artist and apologize.
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On  a  bright  morning,  Mafola  swims

southward  from  Opaahi  Reef  surrounded  by

vibrant sea gardens. She meets Tufu, a friendly

parrotfish munching on coral, who kindly directs

her  toward  the  shores  of  Avatele  where

Mataginifale and her daughter Sina live.
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Gliding past the dramatic underwater cliffs

of Anaana, Mafola encounters a clever red bass

darting near  the reef  surface.  The fish  warmly

advises  the  young whale  to  swim carefully  on

her long adventure and wishes her luck on her

meaningful quest.
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Reaching  the  shimmering  shallows  of

Tamakautoga,  Mafola  meets  a  busy  sea

cucumber  sifting  through  the  golden  sand.

Impressed  by  the  brave  little  whale's  long

journey, the sea cucumber cheers her on as she

pushes forward toward her destination.
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As Mafola passes the shores of Matavai,  a

pod  of  playful  dolphins  leaps  alongside  her

through the sparkling waves. High above on the

cliffs,  excited  tourists  wave  in  delight  at  the

majestic  young  whale  swimming  gracefully

below.
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ly arriving at the peaceful beach of Avatele,

Mafola  beholds  a  magical  sight:  Mataginifale

and  her  daughter  Sina  carefully  painting

intricate  patterns  onto  schools  of  waiting  sea

creatures. With a hopeful heart, Mafola patiently

waits her turn at the end of the line.
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When  Mafola  steps  to  the  front,

Mataginifale  greets  the  gentle  giant  with

wonder. Mafola offers a sincere, humble apology

for her mother's past mistake and softly explains

how much she dreams of having color on her

skin.
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Touched by Mafola's bravery, kindness, and

honest heart, Mataginifale smiles and mixes her

finest  paints.  She  lovingly  paints  a  brilliant

rainbow  across  Mafola's  white  belly  and

sprinkles  magical  star-like  sparkles  across  her

dark back.
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Glowing with wondrous new colors, Mafola

leaps high out of the sparkling sea, revealing her

bright rainbow belly to the marveling crowd on

shore.  With  a  joyful  heart  and  newfound

confidence,  she  begins  her  happy  swim  back

home to her mother.
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