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Lily holds up a colorful drawing of a sun, but

her mother, Vanessa, remains hunched over her

phone,  her  face  illuminated  only  by  the  cold

blue  light.  The  living  room  is  cluttered  with

discarded  boxes  and  piles  of  laundry,  casting

long, messy shadows across the floor.
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In the dim kitchen, Lily stares at her empty

bowl while Vanessa sits on the sofa, engrossed

in  a  loud  television  show  and  ignoring  her

daughter's  presence.  The  refrigerator  stands

slightly  ajar,  revealing  nothing  but  a  few

condiment jars and a carton of spoiled milk.
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The  morning  sun  peeks  through  dusty

curtains as Lily  struggles to tie  her  own laces,

her  clothes  stained  and  far  too  small  for  her

growing frame. Vanessa remains asleep on the

couch, surrounded by empty cans, oblivious to

the school bell that will soon ring.
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At school, a concerned teacher gently places

a  hand  on  Lily's  shoulder,  noticing  the  girl's

frayed sleeves and the deep exhaustion in her

young eyes. While the other children play loudly

during  recess,  Lily  sits  quietly  in  the  corner,

clutching a tattered teddy bear for comfort.
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A neighbor watches from across the hall as

Lily sits alone on the cold apartment steps late

at night, waiting for a door to be unlocked. The

hallway is silent except for the muffled sound of

Vanessa’s angry voice echoing from behind the

locked door as she argues on the phone.
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There  is  a  firm knock  on  the  door,  and  a

social  worker named Sarah enters with a calm

but  serious  expression  to  assess  the  home.

Vanessa  gestures  wildly  in  defense,  while  the

apartment’s  neglect  is  laid  bare  under  the

professional gaze of the visiting officer.
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Lily carries a small plastic bag containing her

few belongings as she walks down the hallway,

her small hand tucked into Sarah's firm grip. She

looks  back  one  last  time,  seeing  her  mother

standing  in  the  doorway,  looking  more

frustrated by the inconvenience than saddened

by her daughter's departure.
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Lily  arrives  at  a  new  house  where  the  air

smells  of  vanilla  and the rooms are filled with

soft, warm light from the lamps. A kind woman

kneels down to greet her at eye level, offering a

clean plate of warm food and a bed with fresh,

floral sheets.
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Back in the silent apartment, Vanessa sits on

the floor amidst the mess, finally picking up the

drawing of the sun that Lily made days ago. The

vibrant colors in the picture seem to mock the

gloom of the empty room, forcing her to finally

confront the weight of what she has lost.
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Months  later,  Lily  runs  through  a  sun-

drenched  garden,  her  laughter  ringing  out  as

she  chases  a  butterfly  through  the  tall  grass.

Though  the  scars  of  the  past  remain,  she  is

finally  surrounded  by  the  care  and  safety  she

deserves,  beginning  a  new  chapter  of  growth

and healing.
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