
The Great Wilderness Campout
Ellis John Pamorca



Ellis John Pamorca

1

Benny  the  bear,  Lucy  the  fox,  Milo  the

rabbit, and Olive the owl gather at the edge of

the forest with their backpacks overflowing with

gear.  Milo  hops  with  excitement  while  Lucy

double-checks  their  colorful  map,  and  Benny

makes  sure  they  have  enough  snacks  for  the

long journey ahead.
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The four friends hike down a sun-dappled

trail where the trees grow tall and the air smells

like  fresh  pine.  Benny  leads  the  way  with  a

sturdy walking stick, and they all sing a happy

marching song that echoes through the green

valley.
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They find a perfect clearing near a bubbling

brook  and  work  together  to  pitch  their  big

green tent under the shade of  an ancient oak

tree. While Benny hammers in the stakes, Lucy

and Milo gather dry wood for the fire, and Olive

watches  from  a  branch  to  make  sure  the

campsite is cozy.
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After  a  quick  snack,  the  group  follows  a

narrow path lined with glowing wildflowers and

giant ferns that tower over Milo.  They stop to

admire a family of deer drinking from a pond,

feeling like  true explorers  in  a  land of  hidden

wonders.
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Milo suddenly freezes and points to a set of

giant,  glowing  footprints  leading  deep  into  a

thicket of mysterious bushes. The friends huddle

together  in  a  circle,  wondering  what  kind  of

magical creature could have left such sparkling

marks behind in the soft mud.
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A sudden summer rainstorm turns the trail

into  a  slippery  slide,  and  a  small  stream they

need to  cross  becomes  a  rushing river.  Benny

holds  Milo’s  hand  firmly  while  Lucy  uses  her

cleverness to find a fallen log that serves as a

safe, sturdy bridge for everyone to cross.
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Following  the  glowing  tracks  through  the

damp, misty forest, Olive uses her keen eyes to

spot a hidden door made of tangled roots and

moss.  They  realize  the  tracks  weren't  from  a

monster,  but  a  trail  left  intentionally  to  guide

friends to a very special place.
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They push through the heavy ivy to find a

hidden  grotto  filled  with  shimmering  crystals

and a waterfall that glows like liquid moonlight.

The  friends  gasp  in  awe,  realizing  they  have

discovered the legendary Heart of the Forest, a

place of pure natural magic.
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Back at their campsite, the rain has cleared

to reveal a vast sky full of twinkling stars and a

bright silver moon. They sit around a crackling

campfire,  roasting  marshmallows  and  sharing

stories about their brave deeds and the magical

cave they found together.
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As the golden morning sun rises, the tired

but happy friends hike back toward home with

their  hearts  full  of  joy.  They  look  back  at  the

wilderness  one  last  time,  knowing  that  their

bond of friendship is the greatest treasure they

could ever find.
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