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The Day Edward Found His Voice
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Chang Xiong

Edward, a shy boy with round glasses, is

engrossed in a book, his face illuminated by the
pages. He's sitting cross-legged at his desk in a
sunny classroom, surrounded by other students
quietly working. The book's cover shows a brave

girl and a shy boy on an adventure.
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Suddenly, Edward peeks over his book.

Across the classroom, Jessica Williams, a girl

with a confident smirk and hands on her hips, is

loudly directing other students. Her exaggerated

gestures show her bossy nature, making some

kids look uncomfortable.
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Jessica's voice booms across the room,

telling her classmates what to do and where to

go. Edward tries to focus on his reading, but his
brow furrows, and his eyes dart between his
book and Jessica. He can't help but feel

distracted by her constant demands.
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Jason McCullouch, a sporty boy, suddenly

stands up and throws his hands in the air, yelling
at Jessica to be quiet. The other students freeze,
their eyes wide with shock, looking from Jason

to Jessica, who now has a defiant look on her

face.
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Mr. Johnson, the teacher, steps forward with
a concerned expression, gently scolding Jessica.
But Jessica boldly crosses her arms, sticking out

her tongue and making a rude face at the

teacher, showing no respect.
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In a surprising turn, Edward slams his book

shut, standing up with a fiery look in his usually

gentle eyes. His face is red, and his fists are

clenched. Everyone in the classroom, including
Mr. Johnson and Jason, stares at Edward in utter

disbelief, their mouths agape.
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Edward unleashes a torrent of pent-up
frustration, his voice surprisingly loud and clear.
He points directly at Jessica, his body language
conveying intense anger and disappointment,
while Jessica shrinks back, her bossy facade
momentarily shattered by his unexpected

outburst.
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With a final, firm declaration, Edward cuts
off any attempt from Jessica to respond. He
stands tall, his gaze unwavering, and commands
her to return to her seat. His voice is resolute,

leaving no room for argument.
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Jessica, completely stunned and subdued,
quietly walks back to her desk and slumps into
her chair. A hush falls over the classroom. Mr.
Johnson, still wide-eyed, leans down to ask
Edward if he's alright, and Edward nods, slowly
taking a deep breath.
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Edward sits back down, a sense of calm
returning to him. Jason gives him a thumbs-up,
calling his outburst ‘'hardcore.” Jessica, now
sitting quietly, looks down at her desk, a small,
regretful frown on her face, realizing the impact

of her actions and Edward's hidden strength.
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