A Day at the Weekly Souk

Khaled Rtibi
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Khaled Rtibi

Grandma Hafida stands at the doorway of
her traditional home, holding a large, empty
woven basket with a determined smile. Her
grandchildren, Reem and Jad, stand beside her,
buzzing with excitement for their morning trip

to the bustling weekly souk.
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The market is alive with vibrant colors, sweet
aromas of spices, and the loud chatter of
merchants. As they walk through the entrance,
Grandma Hafida keeps a firm grip on the basket,

ready to hunt for the freshest vegetables.
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A few steps away, Reem becomes fascinated
by a woman wearing an elegantly embroidered
traditional djellaba walking past. Forgetting the
crowd, Reem carefully adjusts her camera, trying
to capture the perfect artistic shot of the

beautiful fabric.
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At the vegetable stall, Grandma Hafida
fiercely negotiates the price of tomatoes with
the lively vendor, waving her hands dramatically.
Meanwhile, Jad completely ignores the
vegetables and strikes up an intense, animated
conversation about video games with the

vendor's young son.
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Nearby, Reem wanders over to a fragrant
mint seller sitting on a colorful rug. Instead of
buying herbs for tea, she finds herself deeply
invested in sharing natural skincare recipes and

beauty secrets with the friendly woman.
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The market reaches its peak midday chaos,
with crowds moving in every direction under the
warm sun. Lost in their own worlds, the trio
wanders from stall to stall, completely distracted

by the sights, sounds, and endless conversations
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As they prepare to leave, Jad looks down in
surprise to find himself carrying a heavy plastic
bag filled to the brim with zucchini. He stares at
it with a comical look of disappointment,

realizing it is the one vegetable he absolutely

detests.
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Reem proudly holds up a dusty, oversized
vintage kaftan she purchased from an old
clothing stall, convinced it is a priceless fashion
treasure. Meanwhile, Grandma Hafida taps her
chin in sudden realization, realizing she

completely forgot to buy the onions she actually

came for.
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Walking back home under the afternoon
sun, the family laughs together at their
ridiculous assortment of market treasures.
Though their basket does not contain what they
planned, their hearts are full of joy, proving that

the souk is always full of wonderful surprises.

10



https://www.genstory.app/

	A Day at the Weekly Souk

