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As twilight paints the sky over La Paz, Leyte

in shades of violet and amber, Sthea gathers her

four  closest  friends  to  plan  their  second

anniversary.  She proposes visiting Our Lady of

Peace and Good Voyage Parish before heading

to  the  scenic  hills  of  Kalabato.  Clutching  her

camera  tightly,  she  smiles  warmly,  fully

convinced that their friendship is indestructible.
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Inside  the  quiet  sanctuary  of  Our  Lady  of

Peace  and  Good  Voyage  Parish,  gentle

candlelight  flickers  across  their  faces  as  they

offer quiet prayers together. Moments later, they

make their way up to the rocky vantage point of

Kalabato as evening settles over the coast. Sthea

carefully  sets  up  her  camera  tripod  on  a  flat

rock, eager to capture every happy moment of

their night.
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Gathering  in  a  tight  circle  on  the  grassy

ledge of Kalabato, Arealyn playfully suggests a

game of truth to mark the special occasion. The

lighthearted  mood  shifts  swiftly  as  a  sudden,

heavy tension settles over the group. Everyone

sits motionless under the darkening sky, sensing

that long-kept secrets are about to surface.
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With  a  trembling  voice,  Charles  looks

directly at Sthea and softly confesses that he has

been in love with her for years. The unexpected

declaration hangs heavily in the cool night air,

leaving the group stunned. Sitting beside him,

Arealyn  turns  her  head  away  as  quiet  tears

stream down her face, heartbroken that the boy

she secretly loved harbors feelings for another.

Generated By www.genstory.app

https://www.genstory.app/


John isaias

5

Unable  to  hold  back  her  distress,  Arealyn

tearfully  announces  that  she  is  moving to  the

United States early the next morning. Before the

group  can  process  her  sudden  departure,

Charles  delivers  another  shock,  revealing  that

their quiet companion Marielo is actually Nico,

their childhood friend who vanished years ago.
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Sthea  turns  to  Nico  with  bewildered  eyes,

desperately  asking how he could  have hidden

his identity for so long. Nico gazes down at his

hands,  softly  recounting the tragic  hit-and-run

accident that left him with severe amnesia and

forced him to undergo full facial reconstruction.
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Before  Nico  can  finish  speaking,  Vince

collapses  onto  his  knees  on  the  damp  grass,

bursting  into  uncontrollable  sob.  Trembling

uncontrollably, Vince confesses that he was the

panicked  teenage  driver  who  struck  Nico  that

fateful night and fled into the darkness.
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Overwhelmed by sudden fury and betrayal,

Charles lunges toward Vince with clenched fists.

Before he can strike, Nico steps firmly between

them  and  gently  holds  Charles  back.  Looking

down at the weeping driver, Nico offers a soft,

quiet  smile,  choosing  grace  and  forgiveness

over vengeance.
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Sthea  walks  slowly  toward  her  camera

resting on the mossy rock, looking back at her

broken  yet  transparent  group  of  friends.  She

realizes that the illusion of their perfect, carefree

bond is gone forever, replaced by something far

more honest and profound. With steady hands,

she sets the auto-timer on her camera.
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Sthea hurries  back into the group as  they

pull  one another  into  a  tight,  tearful  embrace

beneath the star-filled sky. In the distance, the

camera  shutter  clicks,  capturing  five  flawed

friends  healing  their  wounds  and  rebuilding

their scattered vows.
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