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Barnaby was a little brown bear who lived in

a cozy tree house. Today was his best friend Pip

the squirrel's  birthday,  and Barnaby wanted to

find the perfect present. He put on his favorite

red scarf and walked out into the sunny green

forest.
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Barnaby  walked to  the  sparkling  river  and

looked  into  the  clear  water.  He  saw  shiny,

smooth  stones  that  looked like  little  stars.  He

picked up a beautiful blue stone, but it felt too

heavy for a little squirrel to carry.
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Next, Barnaby visited the tall oak tree where

the  wise  old  owl  lived.  He  asked  the  owl  for

ideas, and the owl pointed down to a patch of

bright  yellow  flowers.  Barnaby  picked  a  big

bunch, but they quickly began to droop in the

warm sun.
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Barnaby sat down on a mossy log, feeling a

bit  sad.  Suddenly,  a  colorful  butterfly  landed

gently  on  his  nose,  making  him  sneeze.  The

butterfly fluttered away, leading Barnaby toward

a  hidden  path  filled  with  soft,  glowing

mushrooms.
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Along the  path,  Barnaby  found a  smooth,

hollow piece of wood shaped like a little boat.

He realized he could use his own two hands to

make something special. He gathered soft green

moss and colorful  feathers to place inside the

wood.
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Barnaby worked carefully  under  the  shade

of a big fern. He arranged the feathers to look

like a tiny sail and lined the inside with the cozy

moss.  He  smiled  because  he  knew  this

handmade  toy  boat  was  just  right  for  a  river

adventure.
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Barnaby  arrived at  Pip's  house  just  as  the

sun began to set, painting the sky in shades of

pink  and  orange.  Pip  ran  down  from his  tree

branch,  his  tail  wagging  with  excitement.

Barnaby  proudly  handed  over  the  carefully

wrapped leaf package.
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Pip opened the gift  and cheered with joy,

hugging  the  little  toy  boat  tightly.  The  two

friends ran down to the river together to watch

the  boat  float  gently  on  the  water.  Barnaby

realized that the best gifts come straight from

the heart.
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