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Mateo loved walking along the vibrant
riverbank near his home in Colombia, where
bright tropical birds sang overhead. But as he
looked down at the water edge, thousands of
colorful plastic bags, shiny bottle caps, and stray
straws choked the clear stream. The river
seemed to whisper a sad song beneath the

crushing weight of endless waste.
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In town, giant colorful billboards praised big
corporations for making their packaging
compostable and  biodegradable.  Bright
advertisements declared that switching from
plastic cups to paper ones would save the planet
instantly. Everyone smiled and clapped,

believing that the trash problem was finally

solved.
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Mateo visited the bustling evening market,
expecting to see cleaner streets and empty trash
bins. Instead, mountains of green-dyed
disposable cups, paper bags, and single-use
boxes spilled onto the pavement just like before.
He realized that switching the material had not
reduced the overwhelming pile of daily garbage

at all.
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Determined to understand the truth, Mateo

sat down at the local library and opened official

government reports. He was shocked to read

that over sixty thousand tons of plastic bags and

thousands of tons of caps and straws were

v
’ =mEAR
. Ml
Sl - dabe
P, ol -\}ui\‘ S— \

£ xt

3 N AN
L N

B o Mg s

produced each vyear in his country. The

companies were selling just as many disposable

items as ever, simply dressed in different colors.
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Sitting under a tall shade tree, Mateo
sketched a diagram in his notebook. He saw
clearly that swapping plastic for paper was a
false solution because single-use culture was the
real villain. True protection for the Earth meant
ending disposable packaging altogether and

choosing items that last.
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Mateo gathered his friends, teachers, and
neighbors in the central plaza to share his bright
new vision. He presented hand-woven cloth
bags, sturdy glass jars, and durable stainless
steel containers to the curious crowd. He
explained that instead of throwing things away
after one use, they could fill and refill them

forever.
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Mateo marched into Mr. Gomez corner
store, carrying a set of gleaming glass bottles
and wooden dispensers. He proposed setting up
the neighborhood very first zero-waste refill
station for rice, beans, and fresh juice. Inspired
by the boy enthusiasm, the shopkeeper smiled

and agreed to test the idea.
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The next morning, the store buzzed with
excitement as neighbors arrived carrying their
own jars, tins, and canvas bags. Children giggled
as they poured grains into reusable containers
and sealed their fresh juice in glass bottles. For
the first time, shopping ended without leaving

behind a trail of plastic wrapping.
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Word of the successful refill station spread
quickly, inspiring children across the city to write
letters to major corporate CEOs. Mateo led a
peaceful rally in front of town hall, holding a
banner demanding that big companies invest in
real refillable distribution systems instead of

single-use trickery.
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Months later, Mateo walked down the
riverbank once again, watching crystal clear
water swirl over smooth pebbles. Reusable
systems had transformed his town, showing the
world that real progress comes from keeping
what we have, reusing what we love, and

protecting the Earth together.
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