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Ollie, a playful otter, zoomed through the

sparkling Florida wetlands. He loved diving

deep, chasing sunbeams, and playing hide-and-
seek among the tall, green reeds. His home was
a vibrant maze of water, lily pads, and friendly

animal neighbors.
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One sunny morning, Ollie noticed
something new and loud. A giant, rumbling
machine was clearing away trees and plants near
his favorite sunbathing log. A strange, dusty
smell filled the air, making his whiskers twitch

with worry.
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Day by day, Ollie's beloved wetland seemed
to shrink. His secret tunnels were blocked, and
the juicy fish he loved were harder to find. Many
of his animal friends, like shy turtles and

chirping frogs, looked sad and confused, their

homes disappearing too.
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Ollie paddled to a wise old Great Blue Heron
named Henrietta, who stood tall and still by the
water's edge. "Henrietta," Ollie squeaked, "Our
home is changing! What can we do?" Henrietta
sighed, explaining that humans were building

and forgetting about the animals' needs.
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Curious, Ollie peeked from behind a thick

bush and saw people throwing shiny, colorful

trash into the water. He watched as more land
was cleared, leaving bare, dusty patches where
lush plants once grew. It made his little otter

heart feel heavy.
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Henrietta reminded Ollie that even small
actions can make a big difference. Ollie, with a
determined glint in his eye, decided to start by
carefully gathering a few pieces of litter he
found near his den. He then found a tiny, fallen

sprout and gently pushed it into the soft, damp

earth.
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Inspired by Ollie's efforts, his friends joined

in! Little frogs helped clear small bits of trash,
while busy squirrels planted acorns. Even a
grumpy old alligator helped nudge a fallen log
into place, creating a new shelter for tiny

Ccreatures.
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One afternoon, a young girl named Lily,
visiting the wetlands with her family, noticed the
animals' busy work. She saw Ollie carefully
placing a smooth stone around a newly planted
sapling. Touched, Lily decided to help by picking

up a discarded plastic bottle she found nearby.
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Weeks turned into months, and the small
patch of wetland Ollie and his friends had
tended began to transform. New shoots of
green peeked through the soil, colorful flowers
bloomed, and the water sparkled a little

brighter. It was a small but mighty victory!
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Ollie, Henrietta, and all their friends
celebrated their thriving corner of the wetlands.
They knew there was still work to be done, but

their combined efforts showed that care,

kindness, and teamwork could help protect their
precious home. Ollie splashed happily, a true

wetland hero.
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