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Leo loved his quiet village, nestled safely at

the  foot  of  Mount  Ember.  He  spent  his  days

exploring the lush green forests and listening to

the cheerful songs of the local birds.
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One morning,  the  ground trembled  softly,

and  a  flock  of  birds  suddenly  fled  from  the

mountaintop in panic. Leo noticed a thick, dark

plume of smoke starting to spiral out from the

peak of the old, dormant volcano.
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He rushed to the village square to warn the

elders,  pointing  toward  the  darkening  sky.

However,  the  grown-ups  smiled  gently  and

dismissed  his  worries,  believing  the  mountain

was simply sighing as it always did.
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Determined  to  find  proof  and  protect  his

home,  Leo  packed a  small  bag  with  a  lantern

and a rope. He began a lonely, treacherous trek

up the steep and rocky slopes of Mount Ember.
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As  he  climbed  higher,  the  air  grew  warm

and heavy with the scent of sulfur, and the forest

grew  eerily  silent.  Leo  had  to  leap  across

widening cracks in the earth where glowing heat

shimmered beneath the stones.
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Reaching  the  majestic  peak,  Leo  peered

over the edge into the deep crater and gasped.

A bright pool of molten lava was bubbling and

rising  rapidly,  threatening  to  overflow  down

toward his unsuspecting village.
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Leo  realized  he  couldn't  stop  the  volcano

alone,  but  he  spotted  a  massive  boulder

precariously balancing near a natural  trench. If

he could dislodge it,  the rock would alter  the

path  of  the  lava  flow  away  from  the  houses

below.
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Using a sturdy fallen branch as a lever, Leo

pushed  with  all  his  might  against  the  giant

stone. He strained and sweated, pouring every

ounce  of  his  courage  and  energy  into  the

desperate effort.
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With  a  loud  groan,  the  boulder  finally

shifted, tumbling perfectly into place to create a

safe  channel  for  the  magma.  Leo  raced  back

down  the  mountain  slopes,  shouting  for  the

villagers to evacuate to the eastern hills just as

the eruption began.
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From  the  safety  of  the  high  hills,  the

villagers  watched  the  glowing  red  lava

harmlessly  bypass  their  homes  through  Leo's

trench.  They cheered and embraced the brave

young boy who had watched over the mountain

and saved their entire world.
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