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In the heart of a sun-drenched valley stood

the magnificent, sprawling castle of King Alfred,

where  the  banners  fluttered  cheerfully  in  the

warm breeze. Najib, Evelyn, Hannah, and Annie

stood by the grand stone gates, wide-eyed and

excited  as  they  watched  the  colorful

preparations  for  the  grand  summer  festival.

Today  was  the  day  the  kingdom's  bravest

knights would gather for the ultimate jousting

tournament.
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Inside the bustling courtyard, the famous Sir

Gus was trying to polish his shiny silver armor,

though he kept dropping his cloth in the mud.

Asim, Emmett, Reagan, and Harper ran over to

help him,  lifting the heavy helmet  and wiping

away the smudges with big smiles. Sir Gus gave

them  a  grand,  sweeping  bow,  his  red  cape

swirling as the children giggled at his clumsy but

kind manners.
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King Alfred sat  upon his  golden throne in

the  Great  Hall,  wearing  his  favorite  sparkling

crown and holding a long scroll of tournament

rules.  Nearby,  Ella,  Brady,  Mateo,  and  Jack

helped  the  royal  decorators  hang  bright  blue

and  yellow  pennants  from  the  high  wooden

rafters. The king nodded approvingly, his hearty

laughter  echoing  through  the  hall  as  the

children chased a rogue roll of ribbon.
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Down at the royal stables, a beautiful, gentle

white horse named Barnaby was munching on

sweet  hay  and  waiting  for  his  big  moment.

Shayla,  Donovan,  Scarlett,  and  Airanez  gently

brushed Barnaby's  silky  mane  and tied  festive

ribbons  into  his  tail.  Barnaby  soft-whinnied  in

delight,  nudging the children with his  nose as

they cheered him on for the upcoming games.
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On  the  practice  field,  Asher,  Duke,  Addie,

and Emerson tried on some oversized training

helmets  that  slipped  right  down  over  their

noses, making everyone laugh. Sir Gus showed

them  how  to  hold  a  lightweight  wooden

practice  lance,  demonstrating a  wobbly  stance

that ended with him tipping over into a pile of

soft  hay.  The  kids  clapped  softly,  thoroughly

entertained by their favorite knight's silly lesson.
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The tournament grounds were finally ready,

surrounded by bright tents and rows of wooden

benches under the warm afternoon sun. Addy,

Hannah,  and  Rylee  helped  the  village  bakers

carry baskets of fresh, warm pretzels and sweet

berry tarts to the spectators. The excitement in

the  air  was  magical  as  Najib  and Evelyn  blew

loudly  into  shiny  brass  trumpets  to  signal  the

start of the games.
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The trumpets  blared again,  and the grand

jousting  tournament  officially  began  with  a

thunderous  roar  from the  crowd.  Annie,  Asim,

Emmett, and Reagan cheered from the front row

as  Sir  Gus  trotted  out  onto  the  field,  looking

brave  despite  his  shield  being  upside  down.

Across the field, another knight in green armor

lowered his lance, ready for a friendly match.
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With  a  loud  shout,  both  knights  spurred

their  horses  forward,  the  sound  of  galloping

hooves drumming against the soft green grass.

Harper, Ella, Brady, and Mateo held their breath,

clutching their colorful flags as Sir Gus wobbled

left and then right on Barnaby's back. In a flash

of colors, the two lances tapped together with a

loud  clack,  sending  Sir  Gus  flying  gracefully

through the air.
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Sir  Gus  landed  perfectly  inside  a  giant,

oversized  basket  of  colorful  flower  petals,

sending  a  beautiful  cloud  of  red,  yellow,  and

blue  into  the  sky.  Jack,  Shayla,  Donovan,  and

Scarlett  rushed  over,  laughing  joyfully  as  they

pulled the silly knight out of his floral  landing

pad.  Sir  Gus  popped  up  with  a  daisy  tucked

behind  his  ear,  bowing  dramatically  to  his

cheering young fans.
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At  the  closing  ceremony,  King  Alfred

presented Sir Gus and all twenty-three children

with  shiny  golden  medals  for  their  wonderful

spirit  and  teamwork.  Airanez,  Asher,  Duke,

Addie,  Emerson,  Addy,  Hannah,  and  Rylee

danced in a giant circle under the warm evening

twilight as fireworks burst overhead. It was a day

of  laughter  and  friendship  that  the  entire

kingdom of King Alfred would never forget.
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