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Elio the elephant stands in a lush meadow,

looking up at the sky with wide, longing eyes.

Above him, a flock of colorful birds swirls and

dives through the bright blue air, their feathers

catching the golden sun.
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Elio  tells  his  friends,  Pip  the  sparrow  and

Milo the monkey, about his secret wish to touch

the clouds. They listen intently, their faces filled

with kindness and the spark of a new, creative

idea to help their friend.
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The trio begins collecting scraps of bright,

textured paper and long, flexible vines from the

edge  of  the  forest.  Every  piece  is  a  different

shade  of  crimson,  gold,  and  teal,  shimmering

like a treasure chest of colors.
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With  Milo’s  nimble  hands  and  Pip’s

guidance,  they  glue  and  tie  the  paper  pieces

onto  a  large  wooden  frame.  Slowly,  two

enormous,  magnificent  wings  take  shape,

looking like a giant rainbow waiting to be worn.
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Elio  stands  atop  a  gentle,  grassy  hill,  the

paper wings strapped securely to his broad, grey

shoulders. He looks majestic and hopeful, taking

a deep breath as he prepares for his very first

flight into the morning sky.
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Elio runs as fast as his heavy feet can carry

him, flapping his paper wings with all his might.

Despite his great effort, he remains firmly on the

grass,  his  large ears  fluttering while  the paper

crinkles loudly in the wind.
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Feeling a bit discouraged, Elio walks with his

friends  until  they  reach  the  edge  of  a  deep,

rushing river. The water is far too fast for Milo to

swim across and much too wide for Pip to carry

his friends to the other side.
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Elio looks at the swirling water and realizes

he is much taller and stronger than the powerful

current.  He  steps  bravely  into  the  river,  his

sturdy legs  acting like  solid  pillars  against  the

cold, moving tide.
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Milo and Pip climb onto Elio’s wide, steady

back,  feeling  safe  and  dry  as  he  marches

through  the  deep  water.  Elio  moves  with

newfound  confidence,  his  heavy  footsteps

echoing with a sense of purpose and power.
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On the far bank, Elio realizes that while he

cannot  fly  like  a  bird,  his  strong  legs  are  a

different  kind  of  magic.  He  smiles  brightly,

finally proud of the unique gifts that make him

exactly who he is meant to be.
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