The Unlikely Spark
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Severine BABY T

Maya, with her vibrant pink backpack slung

over one shoulder, glares across the sun-

drenched classroom at Liam, who is confidently

sketching on his tablet. Their desks are comically

far apart, but their exaggerated scowls meet in a

silent battle over who will win the annual tech

fair. A playful thought bubble above Maya’s

head shows her robot winning, while Liam's

shows his, both comically determined.
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To their horror, their teacher, Ms. Gable, with

her impossibly cheerful smile, announces they

are partners for the national innovation

challenge. Maya and Liam stand side-by-side,
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arms crossed, their faces comically mirroring

(

each other's disgruntled expressions, a giant
'NO!" thought bubble floating between them. A

whimsical, oversized gear icon illustrates their
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forced collaboration, spinning playfully.
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Severine BABY T

Their project takes them to Chicago, where
Liam, looking a bit too confident in a bright
yellow hoodie, tries to navigate a ridiculously
complex map while Maya, rolling her eyes,
points them in the opposite direction towards a
towering, cartoonishly tall skyscraper. Pigeon
characters with tiny fedoras flutter comically

around their heads, adding to the urban chaos.
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During a sudden downpour, Maya slips on a
puddle, sending her notes flying across the
sidewalk. Before she can even protest, Liam, with
a surprising burst of speed, catches most of
them, his usually smug expression replaced by a
look of genuine concern. A vivid rainbow arch
playfully appears above them as the rain begins

to clear, painting the city streets with color.
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Weeks later, their families coincidentally end
up at the same resort in Hawaii. Maya, initially
surprised to see Liam lounging under a palm
tree, can't help but crack a small, genuine smile
as a tiny, mischievous monkey comically steals
Liam's oversized sunglasses. The tropical

background is bursting with exaggerated,

colorful flowers and sparkling azure waves.
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They find themselves sitting on a pristine
beach, watching a breathtaking, cartoonishly
vibrant sunset paint the sky in oranges and
purples. Liam, usually so guarded, shares a quiet
story about his childhood, and Maya listens
intently, her eyes sparkling with a newfound
understanding. Two friendly dolphins leap
playfully in the distance, silhouetted against the

colorful horizon.
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Back in California, the project is a success,
but the rivalry feels different now, replaced by a
strange longing. Maya catches herself doodling
Liam's name in her notebook, then quickly
scribbles over it with a comical blush that
spreads across her cheeks. Liam, meanwhile,
absentmindedly polishes a small, smooth shell
he found in Hawaii, a thoughtful expression on

his face.
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Liam nervously invites Maya for coffee at a
brightly colored, whimsical cafe, its walls
adorned with playful patterns. He fumbles with
his words, but his sincerity shines through as he
admits he misses their banter and, surprisingly,
her company. Maya, her cheeks flushed, returns
his shy smile, a giant heart-shaped steam rising
from her coffee cup, symbolizing their budding

feelings.
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A year later, now in college, Maya and Liam
are exploring the bustling, neon-lit streets of
Seoul, South Korea, hand-in-hand. They laugh
heartily as they try street food, their faces
comically expressive with each new taste, from
spicy tteokbokki to sweet hotteok. Traditional
Korean architecture blends playfully with
futuristic cityscapes in the background, creating

a vibrant scene.
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They stand atop Namsan Tower, looking out
at the glittering expanse of Seoul, their figures
silhouetted against the vibrant city lights. Liam
gently tucks a strand of Maya's hair behind her
ear, and they share a sweet, knowing smile, their
future together as bright and boundless as the
cityscape before them. A mischievous little love
lock character winks from the railing, sealing

their promise.
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