
The Song of Surrender: Ravana and
Mount Kailash

Sankalp Shirsekar



Sankalp Shirsekar

1

Long ago, lived King Ravana, a scholar with

a heart full of pride, yet a deep yearning for Lord

Shiva. He spent his days studying ancient texts,

dreaming  of  a  moment  with  the  divine.  His

powerful aura shimmered, but inside, a burning

desire for grace grew.
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Ravana embarked on a grand journey to the

majestic  Mount  Kailash,  a  towering  peak

touching the sky. Cold winds whispered ancient

secrets, and snow settled like soft blankets. The

mountain  stood,  real  and  imposing,  a  silent

challenge.
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Upon reaching Kailash,  Ravana found only

solitude,  not  the  Lord  he  sought.  Impatience

bubbled within him, fueled by his immense ego.

He grumbled, deciding to force Shiva's attention

with a daring act of strength.
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With a mighty roar,  Ravana decided to lift

the  entire  mountain,  Kailash  itself,  upon  his

broad shoulders. He strained every muscle, his

face contorted with effort. The ground beneath

his  feet  cracked  as  he  pushed  against  the

colossal rock.
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The  colossal  mountain  trembled,  shaking

the very foundations of the earth. The sky above

darkened  dramatically,  swirling  with  storm

clouds.  The  entire  cosmos  felt  the  impossible

weight  of  Kailash  being  disturbed,  a  cosmic

shiver.
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High  above,  Lord  Shiva,  serene  and  calm,

observed  Ravana's  audacious  attempt.  With  a

gentle, effortless press of his big toe, Mahadev

pushed  Kailash  back  down.  The  mountain

settled, pinning Ravana underneath its immense

weight.
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Crushed beneath the mountain, Ravana felt

unimaginable pain, his bones aching, his breath

struggling. It was a moment of absolute agony

and despair. Yet, from this suffering, something

profound began to stir within him.
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Trapped and broken, Ravana did not cry out

in anger or beg for release. Instead, a powerful

song  erupted  from  his  very  being.  His  pain,

sweat,  and  tears  transformed  into  a  rhythmic

chant, the Shiva Tandava Stotram, a melody of

raw devotion.
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Lord  Shiva,  the  eternal  dancer,  listened

intently to Ravana’s heartfelt song. He was not

moved  by  Ravana's  earlier  strength  or

arrogance.  Instead,  he  was  touched  by  the

profound truth and sincere devotion woven into

every verse of the suffering king’s hymn.
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Moved by this pure devotion, Shiva gently

lifted Mount Kailash, freeing Ravana. He healed

the king, blessing him not for his ego, but for his

ultimate surrender.  Ravana,  transformed,  stood

before Shiva, a true devotee forever changed by

his journey.
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