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Three-year-old Louis stands in his father's
warm, sunlit workshop, wide-eyed with
fascination as he watches leather harnesses
being crafted. He dreams of the day he will grow
up to be a skilled harness maker just like his

beloved father.
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Louis's father kneels down to his level,
holding a sharp awl and speaking with a serious
but loving tone to warn him of the dangers. The
young boy looks intently into his father's eyes
and promises with all his heart to stay away

from the sharp tools.
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On a hot summer afternoon, Louis tries to
help his mother pull weeds in the vibrant green
garden but soon finds the labor too exhausting.
Bored and restless, he wanders away into the
courtyard, his curiosity drawing him toward the

quiet workshop.
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Stepping into the workshop, Louis breathes
in the rich, heavy scent of leather and notices a
sharp awl resting next to a smooth scrap of hide.
Forgetting his promise, he picks up the tool to
pierce the leather, but it suddenly slips and

tragically strikes his eye.
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His mother rushes into the shop at the
sound of his cry, cradling him tightly as the
doctor arrives in great haste. Despite their swift
efforts, the wound becomes deeply infected,
and a gray shadow begins to slowly steal the

light from both of his eyes.
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Now completely in the dark, innocent little
Louis frequently asks his heartbroken family
when the morning will finally arrive. The painful
silence that follows highlights their grief,
knowing the bright sunlight is something he will

never see again.
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In the early nineteenth century, blind
children are rarely given the chance to attend
school or find a meaningful place in society.
Refusing to accept this bleak fate for their son,
Louis's parents vow to give him the best, most

fulfilling life possible.
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Determined to raise an independent son, his
parents watch in silence as Louis bumps into
furniture, letting him learn from each mistake.
His father teaches him to texture and polish
leather by touch, while his mother guides him to
organize the kitchen and fetch fresh water from

the rugged well.
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His father crafts a long, slender wooden
cane, and Louis quickly learns to tap it gracefully
ahead of him to navigate his surroundings.
Soon, the rhythmic 'tap, tap, tap' of his cane
echoes proudly through the cobbled streets of

the town, signaling his growing confidence.
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Driven by his family's monumental efforts
and his own brilliant mind, Louis enters the
Royal Institute for Blind Youth, eventually
becoming an esteemed teacher there. He
forever etches his name into history by
inventing a revolutionary raised-dot alphabet

that opens the world of reading to millions.
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