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Nia, a cheerful girl with bright, curious eyes,

is  diligently  sweeping  the  compound  with  a

traditional broom. Her movements are light and

quick,  but  her  gaze  often  drifts  towards  the

distant path where children walk, their laughter

echoing in the morning air.
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After  her  chores  are  done,  Nia  glances

around,  her  smile  turning mischievous.  With a

quick,  playful  tiptoe,  she  sneaks  behind  the

kitchen,  her  small  form  disappearing  into  the

dappled shadows, a tiny adventurer on a secret

mission.
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Under the sprawling branches of an ancient

mango tree, Nia finds her special spot. Sunlight

filters  through  the  leaves,  creating  a  cozy,

magical  nook  where  she  can  be  completely

alone, her heart thrumming with excitement.
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From  a  hidden  pocket,  Nia  carefully  pulls

out  a  well-loved,  tattered  book.  Its  cover  is

missing,  and pages are dog-eared,  but  to her,

this torn treasure is more precious than gold, a

gateway to a world of words.
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Nia’s brow furrows in concentration as she

traces the letters  on the page with her  finger,

whispering,  "A…  B…  C…"  Her  expressive  face

shows a mix of determination and wonder, each

letter a small victory.
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Later, Nia peeks from behind a lush bush as

Chisom  and  Emeka,  neat  in  their  school

uniforms,  walk  past  the  gate,  their  backpacks

bouncing.  She  watches  them  with  a  wistful

expression, a quiet longing in her eyes.
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As Chisom and Emeka reach the gate,  Nia

steps out to hand them their lunch bags. Emeka

waves cheerfully, "Bye, Nia!" Nia smiles brightly

back, but a tiny shadow of sadness flickers in her

heart.
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Sitting back under her mango tree, Nia hugs

her  knees,  a  pensive  look  on  her  face.  Her

dreams are big, bigger than her chores, bigger

than her secret reading spot. She wants to learn

everything, to explore the world through books.
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A whimsical thought bubble appears above

Nia's head, showing her in a vibrant classroom,

surrounded  by  smiling  children  and  colorful

books. She imagines herself confidently reading

aloud, her face beaming with pride and joy.
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With a renewed spark in her eyes, Nia opens

her tattered book again. She clutches it close, a

determined grin spreading across her face. The

mango tree whispers secrets of hope, and Nia

knows her journey of learning has just begun.
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