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Young Oliver lived in a cozy cottage right at
the edge of a whispering golden beach, where
he loved to collect shiny sea glass and colorful
shells. He believed he had all the time in the
world to do whatever he wished, often delaying

his chores to play in the warm sand.
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One sunny afternoon, a wise old sea turtle
named Barnaby slowly crawled ashore and
watched Oliver stacking smooth pebbles against
the incoming surf. With a gentle sigh, Barnaby
warned the boy that the ocean waits for no one,

and neither does the steady march of time.
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Curious and a bit stubborn, Oliver decided
to test the wisdom of the old turtle by trying to
command the rising waves to halt their advance.
He stood bravely at the water's edge with his
arms raised, telling the frothy blue water to stay

away from his giant sandcastle.
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Instead of stopping, the gentle waves
continued to roll in rhythmically, dissolving
Oliver's magnificent sandcastle into soft, swirling
foam before his very eyes. The boy watched in
silent wonder as the water washed away his hard
work, proving that no amount of wishing could
hold back the tide.
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Realizing the truth in Barnaby's words,
Oliver felt a sudden rush of urgency as the
golden afternoon sun began its slow and steady
descent toward the horizon. He understood that
every single second was precious and that
waiting too long meant missing out on the

beauty of the present moment.
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With a newfound appreciation for the
fleeting hours, Oliver hurried back up the sandy
path to finish helping his mother, discovering
the joy of being focused and diligent. He
learned that doing things when they mattered
most brought a warm and peaceful feeling to his

heart.
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As twilight painted the evening sky in
soothing shades of lavender and indigo, Oliver
snuggled deeply into his cozy bed while
listening to the distant lullaby of the ocean
waves. He closed his eyes with a gentle smile,
ready to embrace a brand new day with love

and mindfulness.
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