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Maya sits in the front row of the PPG Paints

Arena,  her  eyes  locked  on  the  ice  as  the

Penguins take on the Sharks.  In the middle of

the warm-ups, Macklin glances toward the glass

and  offers  a  shy,  charming  smile  that  makes

Maya’s heart skip a beat.
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After the game, Maya waits in the concrete

hallway near  the lockers  for  her  father,  Sidney

Crosby.  Macklin  walks  out  carrying  his  gear,

stops in his tracks when he sees her, and strikes

up  a  nervous,  sweet  conversation  about  the

game.
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A few days later, the two run into each other

at a cozy Pittsburgh cafe, both reaching for the

same sugar  canister.  Maya turns  bright  red as

Macklin chuckles, his eyes crinkling in a way that

tells her he’s been thinking about her too.
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They finally sit down for a dinner date at a

dimly  lit  Italian  bistro,  hoping  for  a  private

evening.  Suddenly,  Sidney  Crosby  pulls  up  a

chair between them with a cheeky grin, insisting

on sharing an appetizer and checking in on his

daughter.
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Seeking  a  moment  of  peace,  Maya  and

Macklin escape to Mt. Washington to look out

over the glowing Pittsburgh skyline. They sit on

a bench in the cool night air, finally sharing their

dreams and fears  without any interruptions or

hockey sticks in sight.
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Their next attempt at a date takes them to a

retro  bowling  alley,  where  Macklin  tries  to

impress  her  with  a  strike.  The  moment  is  cut

short  when  Sidney  and  several  Penguins

teammates  accidentally  show  up  in  the  next

lane, turning the date into a loud, competitive

family affair.

Generated By www.genstory.app

https://www.genstory.app/


Fenja Lahme

7

Maya surprises Macklin with two tickets to a

private  evening at  an art  gallery,  far  from the

rink  and the cameras.  In  the  soft  glow of  the

exhibits, they stand close together, the air thick

with  the  unspoken  realization  that  they’ve

become more than just friends.

Generated By www.genstory.app

https://www.genstory.app/


Fenja Lahme

8

During  a  morning  skate,  they  find

themselves alone in the player tunnel for just a

few  minutes.  They  share  a  quiet  hello  and  a

lingering  gaze,  feeling  the  weight  of  their

growing feelings even as the roar of the arena

begins to build in the distance.
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At a crowded team charity gala, Maya and

Macklin spend the night across the room from

each  other,  stealing  shy  glances  through  the

crowd.  Every  time  their  eyes  meet,  the  slow-

burn tension between them feels like it’s finally

reaching a breaking point.
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During the quiet intermission of a preseason

game,  Macklin  finds  Maya  in  their  secret

meeting  spot  under  the  stands.  He  takes  her

hand and softly  confesses  his  feelings,  and as

Maya smiles back, she knows that no amount of

fatherly interference could stop what they have.
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