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The majestic Jade Emperor, with a grand
golden crown and a flowing robe, floated on a
fluffy cloud high above the earth. He smiled
down at a bustling crowd of diverse, eager
animals gathered by a wide, sparkling river. He
announced his plan to create a calendar, inviting
all creatures to a race to decide the twelve

special animals.
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Among the excited animals, a tiny Rat with
beady eyes and a sleek Cat with pointy ears
stood together, best friends. Their faces fell as
they gazed at the daunting, fast-flowing river,
realizing neither could swim a stroke. But a sly
glint appeared in their eyes as they whispered a

clever plan.
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The cunning duo approached a large, gentle
Ox, whose broad shoulders looked strong and
dependable. With their most charming smiles,
the Cat and Rat politely asked for a lift across
the treacherous waters. The kind Ox, with a
warm chuckle, readily agreed, and the two small
friends hopped nimbly onto his massive, sturdy
back.
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The powerful Ox bravely plunged into the
deep, churning river, his strong legs propelling
them steadily forward against the currents.
Perched on his back, the Rat's expression
twisted into a mischievous grin as he eyed his
trusting friend. With a sudden, swift push, the
Rat sent the surprised Cat tumbling into the

frothy water, leaving the Cat to be swept away.
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As the magnificent Ox neared the finish line
on the far bank, panting slightly, the sneaky Rat
made a final, lightning-fast move. Leaping from
the Ox's back, the tiny creature scurried past the
surprised Ox, dashing directly to the waiting
Jade Emperor. The Rat proudly claimed the first

spot, just barely beating his unwitting carrier.
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Close behind, the mighty Tiger burst from
the river, shaking water from his striped fur with
a powerful roar, claiming third place with his
sheer strength. Soon after, a fluffy Rabbit,
looking a little damp but immensely relieved,
hopped triumphantly onto the bank, having

miraculously floated across on a sturdy log.
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Next, the magnificent Dragon descended

from the sky, his scales shimmering, landing

with an elegant flourish. The Jade Emperor

IT HANING ANT STOR,
LINE FRELT BOUT, YOU
YOU OF RESLLING IBE
WOLUR. IS EAMPANOW

looked surprised that the flying creature wasn't

first. The wise Dragon explained his noble
detour, recounting how he stopped to bring life-
giving rain to parched farms and then gently

nudged the Rabbit's log to safety.
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A proud Horse galloped confidently towards
the finish, expecting to be next, but a sneaky
surprise awaited. A slender Snake, who had
cleverly coiled himself around the Horse's hoof
during the journey, suddenly unraveled. With a
swift, slithering motion, the Snake shot past the

startled Horse, claiming sixth place.
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A moment later, a cheerful Goat, a nimble
Monkey, and a proud Rooster arrived together,
paddling a cleverly constructed raft. They
beamed as they explained their teamwork: the
Rooster found the raft, the Goat cleared the
path, and the Monkey steered them safely
across the challenging river, impressing the Jade

Emperor with their cooperation.
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Finally, a playful Dog bounded onto the
bank, wagging his tail, admitting he couldn't
resist a refreshing splash in the cool water. The
Jade Emperor was about to conclude the race
when a sleepy Pig waddled up, apologizing for
his many snack breaks and naps. With a final
chuckle, the calendar was complete, and all

twelve animals had their year.
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