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In a grand palace in Yogyakarta, surrounded

by golden arches and quiet courtyards, a young

noble  prince  named  Soewardi  was  born.

Although he grew up with fine silks and royal

privileges, his curious eyes were always drawn to

the children playing barefoot outside the high

palace walls. He longed to know their world and

share in their simple laughter.
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As he grew into a determined young man,

Soewardi stepped beyond the palace gates and

rolled up his sleeves to join the common people.

He picked up a fountain pen, filling crisp sheets

of paper with bold, honest words that spoke of

fairness  and  freedom  for  all.  Through

newspapers,  his  pen became a  powerful  voice

for those who could not speak for themselves.
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The ruling colonial authorities grew uneasy

as  Soewardi's  fearless  writings  spread  like

wildfire across the land. Fearing the strength of

his words, they ordered him sent away into exile

across the vast ocean. Standing on the deck of a

ship with his head held high, Soewardi watched

his beloved island fade into the distant horizon.
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In  the  chilly,  snow-dusted  cities  of  the

Netherlands,  Soewardi  spent  long  days  inside

quiet, towering libraries filled with books. While

cold winds blew outside, the fiery flame of hope

in  his  heart  remained  bright  and  warm.  He

immersed  himself  in  global  philosophies,

searching for the key to set his people free.
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Through  his  tireless  studies,  Soewardi

discovered a profound truth that lit up his soul.

True freedom could never be won by swords or

cannons, but by freeing the minds and hearts of

young people through education. He vowed to

return home and build a sanctuary where every

child could learn without fear or boundary.

Generated By www.genstory.app

https://www.genstory.app/


Ratna Sari

6

Upon returning to his cherished homeland,

Soewardi made a brave and selfless choice. He

laid down his royal title and took a new name, Ki

Hadjar Dewantara, symbolizing that he was now

one  with  every  ordinary  citizen.  With  a  warm

smile,  he  stepped  forward  into  his  true  life's

calling.
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Under  the  shade  of  sprawling  trees  in

Yogyakarta,  Ki  Hadjar  founded  the  historic

Taman Siswa school. Children from rich families

and  poor  villages  alike  gathered  under  open

roofs,  holding  hands  and  singing  happily.  For

the  first  time,  education  was  a  joyful  garden

open to everyone without prejudice.
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Ki  Hadjar  walked  among  the  bright-eyed

children, teaching his devoted instructors to act

as gentle gardeners. He explained that just as a

gardener waters seeds and respects their unique

nature,  teachers  must  help  each  child  bloom

into their  own strength.  The courtyard bustled

with creative energy, art, and laughter.
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He wrote down three golden principles  to

guide  every  teacher  across  the  land:  lead  by

example in front,  build enthusiasm together in

the  middle,  and  give  gentle  encouragement

from behind.  These  timeless  words  shone  like

stars, guiding mentors to nurture free, confident

minds.
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Years later, Ki Hadjar was celebrated as the

nation's very first Minister of Education, holding

high a radiant golden torch of learning.  Today,

every year on his birthday, children throughout

the  islands  celebrate  National  Education  Day,

keeping  his  eternal  flame  of  wisdom  alive  in

their hearts.
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