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Matilde  Acosta  Elementary  shines  brightly

under  the  2026  sun,  its  clean  walls  painted  a

cheerful  blue  that  greets  the  lively  students

every morning. Amidst the bustling schoolyard

chatter,  two  inseparable  boys  wander  the

concrete  paths  carrying  heavy  leather-bound

philosophical  texts  like  comic  books.  Plato

adjusts  his  oversized  glasses  with  a  dramatic

sigh while Socrates gestures wildly at a passing

pigeon as if plotting a grand dialogue.
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Julieta  sits  alone  on  a  weathered  wooden

bench near the old oak tree, staring glumly at

her  smart-watch  as  heavy  tears  gather  in  her

eyes.  The  previous  night's  shouting  echoes  in

her  mind,  convincing  her  that  her  parents'

argument  means  their  family  is  shattering

forever.  She  pulls  her  knees  up  to  her  chest,

feeling completely  isolated in  the  middle  of  a

noisy playground.
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Plato  and  Socrates  spot  their  classmate's

distress  from  across  the  courtyard  and  march

over with the serious determination of seasoned

detectives.  Socrates  leans  casually  against  the

bench,  crossing  his  arms  with  an  ironic  smirk

that  immediately  makes  Julieta  crack  a  tiny,

reluctant  smile.  Plato  opens  his  notebook and

dramatically clears his throat, ready to dispense

wisdom whether she asked for it or not.
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Listening closely to Julieta's fears about her

parents  separating,  Plato  shakes  his  head  and

gently  explains  that  true  affection  cannot  be

forcefully demanded or supplicated. He reminds

her  that  genuine  connection  flows  freely,  and

trying to hold onto water  with tight  fists  only

makes it  slip away faster.  His philosophical yet

comforting tone helps shift her perspective from

panic to quiet reflection.
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Socrates steps in next, tilting his head with a

quizzical  expression  as  he  poses  a  classic

investigative  question  about  the  nature  of

household storms.  He asks  her  if  she and her

parents  would  truly  be  better  off  in  a  calmer

environment, even if domestic life isn't entirely

perfect all the time. He reminds her that adults

often  argue  over  common,  everyday  stresses

without  it  meaning  the  absolute  end  of  the

world.
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A sudden  realization  washes  over  Julieta's

tear-stained face as the heavy burden of adult

troubles slowly lifts off her young shoulders. She

finally understands that her parents' arguments

are  their  own  struggles  and  are  in  no  way  a

reflection  of  her  own  worth  or  actions.  The

suffocating guilt that had gripped her chest all

morning begins to dissolve into thin air.
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Socrates  delivers  a  humorous  closing

remark about how humanity has been arguing

over  chores  and  bills  since  the  dawn  of

civilization, drawing a bright laugh from Julieta.

Plato  adds  a  witty  observation  about  modern

life in 2026, proving that even smartphones and

futuristic gadgets cannot fix adult stubbornness.

The  trio  shares  a  hearty  chuckle,  turning  a

moment  of  deep  sorrow  into  an  empowering

bonding experience.
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Walking  side  by  side  down  the  school

corridor,  Julieta  feels  a  comforting  warmth  in

knowing  she  is  never  truly  alone  in  her

struggles. Plato and Socrates flank her like royal

bodyguards,  exchanging sarcastic remarks with

passing teachers while keeping a protective eye

on their friend. She realizes that while families

have complicated moments, school and friends

can turn any gloomy day around.
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Sitting together at a colorful cafeteria table,

the  three  friends  share  a  giant  lunchbox  of

snacks  while  debating  the  true  philosophical

meaning  of  recess  snacks.  Julieta  laughs  out

loud  as  Socrates  dramatically  analyzes  the

nutritional structure of a chocolate chip cookie

as  if  it  were  a  state  secret.  Surrounded  by

laughter and good company, her heart feels full

and entirely content once again.
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The school  bell  rings cheerfully  across  the

bright blue campus of Matilde Acosta, signaling

the  end  of  another  eventful  day  full  of  life

lessons.  Julieta  waves  goodbye  to  her

extraordinary  philosopher  friends  with  a

confident smile and a lighter spirit ready to face

whatever tomorrow brings. They walk away into

the golden afternoon light, ready for their next

big recess adventure.
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